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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS AND SEALERS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES
SPRING CONFERENCE
LAWS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

THURSDAY- MAY 17, 2007
PICCADILLY INN UNIVERSITY          
4961 NORTH CEDAR AVENUE
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93726
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Bill Stephans, Chair


Dennis Gudgel

David Robinson
 
John Snyder, Secretary

John Gardner

Glenn Anderson
Paul Matulich


Jeff Pylman


Mike Boitano
Joe Moreo
I.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:21 a.m.
II.
Approval of Minutes

It was M/S/P to approve the Interim Conference minutes of February 8, 2007.
III. Additional Agenda Items –

A. Meat Survey – DMS Notice.
B. Rite Aid Fund Authorization Procedures.
IV.
Old Business

A. B&P Code § 12500(e)  
David George of Santa Cruz County presented this issue brought forward by the Coast Weights and Measures Deputy Group, with handouts provided. As a result of a complaint driven investigation involving  “small business” parcel shipments, it was determined that customers were issued parcel weight statements, (while present) on the front end of the transaction, but billed for a different weight later, (while not present),   based on the “official weight” as determined at the central processing center. Upon testing, the scale at the shipper was found to be accurate while a 15% over registration was documented at the processing center scale.  In addition, an apparent “test weight” was found at the processing center that while labeled as “50 lbs.”, actually tested out in excess of 57 pounds.  
 The dilemma is that pursuant to B&P § 12500(e), weights and measures officials do not have the legal authority to address this type of situation on parcels of less than 150 pounds, (except when the determination is made in the presence of the customer), as these types of transactions are not included in the definition of “commercial purposes” and are therefore exempt.
The proposal, as suggested by the Coast Deputies, would simply remove the specific language at the end of subsection (e) regarding “letter or parcel” transmissions.
General discussion ensued regarding the colorful history of amendments to this code section since 1939, and the importance of this issue to the entire parcel shipping industry.

As a result of the presentation and discussion, it was M/S/P to recommend the Board of Directors request that David George (Santa Cruz County), together with a DMS representative, thoroughly analyze the issue of parcel scale usage in California in light of the current definition of “Commercial Purposes”, to develop a proposed plan, and to report back during the next meeting of the L & R Committee.
B. Bio - Fuels
DMS Director Dennis Johannes gave a general report on the world of bio-fuels and on the status of various related legislative proposals. A variety of bio-diesel blend standards are currently being developed. Director Johannes commented regarding the call for government incentives in order to assist with the development of such things as the hydro-treating processes necessary in the formulation of animal oils and fats into diesel products. On a separate note, ethanol production is reported as increasing, in spite of a 10% ethanol limit. 
V.
New Business

A.       ACP Guidelines Draft Amendments 
David George presented this Coast Deputy Group item and provided a very concise handout describing this draft amendment intended to clean-up and update the ACP Guidelines. Certain code sections are no longer applicable, due to such things, for example, as the prior transition of the B&P Code from the “device repairman” language, to the current “service agent” language.
It was M/S/P to recommend the Board of Directors appoint a subcommittee composed of representatives from each Area Group and DMS, to develop amended language in order to cleanup and upgrade the ACP Guidelines.
B.
 SB 970 Ridley - Thomas – Fuel Gauge for Charges    
 This bill would exempt fuel gauges installed in motor vehicles from the definition of a “measuring instrument”.  CACASA has taken an “oppose” position as this proposal would further erode the definition of commercial devices.

C.
SB 220 Corbett – Vended Water
This proposal would authorize the California Department of Health Services to enter into an agreement with the Sealers to perform visual health related labeling inspections at vended water outlets. The bill currently resides in the “suspense” file where it may either die or become a 2 year bill.
D.
DMS Update
This report was given by Director Johannes during the preceding Specifications and Tolerances Committee meeting.
E. Statewide Soft Computer Program

Mark Koike with “Statewide Soft” described his company’s comprehensive Weights and Measures related program, including device registration invoicing, which is currently being used in several counties. Additionally, Gordon Sweeney provided a Power Point presentation regarding the addition of the “inspection reports” program module.
VII.
Additional Agenda Items
A. Meat Survey – DMS Notice

Ken Lake from DMS reported on California’s participation in a national quantity control survey of packaged meat products. Normal survey methodologies were used except that while other states only test “dry tare” conditions, California performed a more comprehensive analysis and tested for both dry and wet tare conditions.  Director Johannes mentioned that the cost of Weights and Measures enforcement is about 225 million dollars per year as a nation.  The survey results showed that relative to other parts of the country, Californians are benefiting from our coordinated efforts.
B. Rite Aid Fund Authorization Procedures 
Chairman Stephans brought this item forward in order to develop appropriate and routine procedures to stimulate the legitimate use of these funds at the county level. Currently the fund balance is in excess of $30,000.

It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors to authorize the use of Rite Aid Funds for all related types of county reimbursement claims which are consistent with both the settlement language and with the existing claim guidelines, and which are reviewed by the Chairs of the L & R and the S & T Committees, the VP of Weights and Measures and by a representative of DMS.
There being no further actions brought before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 10:33 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John Snyder, Secretary
