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COUNTY OF SAN BENITO


PAUL J. MATULICH



AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER and  SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES

CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS

And

SEALERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

Food Safety and Bio-Security Committee

May 14, 2007

2:00 pm  to  4:00 pm

Waldorf Room  1 – 6

Piccadilly Inn University

4961 North Cedar Avenue

Fresno, CA

Committee Members:

Dennis Gudgel,  Chair                                Paul Matulich,  Secretary

Dennis Bray                                              Steve Birdsall

Christine Turner                                        Dennis Pooler

Joe Moreo                                               Gary Kunkel

Bob Lilley                                                 Bob Rolan

Dave Bengston         

I. Meeting Called to Order @ 2:05 pm by Chairman Gudgel.

II. Approval of Minutes for February 8, 2007:  M/S/P.

III. OLD BUSINESS:

a. All-Hazards Food and Agriculture Response Template – Carla Thomas,

Project Manager, National Plant Diagnostic Network.

   A huge step forward for California Agriculture community thanks to the contribution of Fresno and Stanislaus Counties work and support of the All-Hazards Food and Agriculture Response Template, this document assures a consistent, standardized, coordinated all-hazards approach to agricultural emergencies at the local, state and federal level. It is consistent with Homeland Security initiatives and State Emergency Management protocols in providing an all-hazards approach to agriculture emergencies. 

The Challenge:  Exercises showed us that as a state we were not ready, counties need to be able to stand alone, as well as work with state and federal agencies.

The History:  Fresno and Stanislaus Counties used local dollars to fund this template, they formed a group and devised a strategy, then obtained funding. They searched out a contractor that understood their needs, and created this product so you don’t have to.

Plan Content: 

· Authorities

· Roles and Responsibilities Matrices

· Activation and Notification Charts

· Detection, Response and Recovery Activities

· Contact Lists, Crisis Communication

· Emergency Declaration Instructions

· Resource Check Lists, Forms and Maps

· Field Operations Guide

         ICS Organization Charts by scenario

         Position Check Lists

         Incident Action Plan Instructions

                 The Process:

· Form a Local Advisory Group

· Tailor the Plan to fit your County

       Facilitated Discussions

       Targeted Inputs

· Train County staff on the plan

· Conduct exercises using the plan

Next Steps:

· You can do this yourself with your staff

· You can hire a consultant to help

Funding:

· Work with your County OES office

· Work with local, state and federal partners to seek funding

(Funding Approval Authority: Homeland Security Gang of 5)

b. Leafy Green Vegetable Update:  Nate Dechoretz, CDFA

        As of May 2007, the California Leafy Greens Marketing   

     Agreement represents approximately 99% of the leafy greens industry         

                  in California, and requires of signatories that they implement and   

                  maintain the highest standards of safety in growing and handling 

                  spinach, lettuce and other leafy greens.

                     The California Leafy Green Handler Marketing Board has extended 

                  the signup deadline until June 2007, There are 13 board members 

                   and 3 districts representing the California Leafy Greens industry, this 

                   is a handlers driven agreement, USDA Inspection Guidelines are 

                   being implemented, with USDA staff providing training for Leafy 

                   Green inspectors. A budget proposal for the initial program expenses 

                   of $5 million dollars was recommended, a $.02 charge per carton is 

                   proposed to cover the costs of administrating the program.

                      Field Observations, Documentation of inspections, ID areas 

                   inspection improvements, ID areas for research and outreach 

                   improvements, make sure industry is informed of guidelines are some 

                   of the areas that need to be stressed to insure that the agreement is 

                   successful not only for the industry but to restore confidence from 

                   the consumer.

             IV   NEW BUSINESS:

a. California Office of Homeland Security -  George Aradi, Asst. 

Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of Homeland Security.

   Expanding the Information Sharing Network:  A four year 

Investigation showed significant US and California connections aiding terrorist operations overseas, also significant criminal activity and fund-raising. The 9/11 Commissioner cited deficiencies in the lack of sharing due to insulation of the Federal Government.

   Regional Terrorism Threat Assessment Centers:  The RTTAC support areas geographically mirror the four FBI Field Offices in California and augment their efforts. RTTAC’s are comprised of law enforcement, fire and emergency personnel and have analytical units. RTTAC’s are co-located or have close a relationship with FBI Field Offices. RTTAC’s coordinate information sharing and education, and have a critical infrastructure focus.

   State Terrorism Liaison Officers:  Offer additional information resources that complement existing collection and reporting by Public Safety assets within California. Have awareness of terrorism trends, indicators and knowledge of potential threat elements, and a connection to the information sharing network. Understand that Suspicious Activity Reports (SAR) are to be forwarded to RTTAC’s. Responsible to create outreach within their agencies to educate colleagues as to how to report non-emergency information (SAR’s).  Understand handling instructions regarding For Official Use Only (FOUO) documents.

   Terrorism Liaison Officer Expansion:  Expanded Training for 1500 LE, Fire, EMS (5 day course), 85 State Agency TLO’s, All Parole Officers, 58 Ag Commissioners and Port Security Personnel. U.S. Private Public Partnership USP3 is now building a foundation of steady growth as a unprecedented of information sharing success. Originally a grass roots program, it now achieved recognition at the local, regional and federal levels. This all involves continued individual, organization and agency commitments

   Law Enforcement On-Line (LEO):  The LEO system provides a state of the art secure common communication links to all levels of law enforcement, criminal justice and public safety by supporting broad, immediate dissemination and exchange of information. LEO is accessed through the Internet, LEO provides the law enforcement, criminal justice and public safety communities a secure “anytime and anywhere” national and international method of electronic communication, education, and information sharing.

b. Animal Health and Food Safety Services Division  -  CDFA, 

Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, Dr. Dennis Wilson, and Bob Holmes, Cal/EPA California Integrated Waste Management Board.

i.  Melamine in Pet Food:  Cats & Dogs with kidney problems,   

    causing numerous deaths nationwide, first suspected that 

     someone was putting rat poison in pet foods, after much 

     research and testing it was discovered that an industrial 

     chemical used in resin/plastics was being spiked into pet food   

     products to increase protein. The combined compounds most 

     likely formed crystal in the kidneys.

     A Hog Farm in Stanislaus County discovered in April that 

     melamine was being feed to hogs, the hogs showed positive 

     urine samples for melamine, even though tens of thousand 

     hogs would test positive, there is no health risk from pork or 

     poultry meats. USDA is waiting for tolerance levels and they 

     will make the final determination of any possible health issues.

ii.  Emergency Animal Disposal:  California Environmental Health 

     Assn., Solid Waste Operators and Public Health Officers are 

     Contributing a great deal of time and resources in trying to 

      solve the many problems of this issue. A Work-group is being 

      co-chaired by CIWMB and CDFA. University of California, 

      Davis (WIFSS) will facilitate the work-groups efforts. 

      Members will include agencies and private industry 

     Representatives who have a stake in carcass disposal    

     Challenges. Some objectives for the work-group include: 1) 

     Better characterizing animal industry and their disposal options 

     And capacity, 2) identify current laws, regulations and 

     Policies from local to state to federal that impact carcass 

     Disposal, 3) identify gaps that exist from capacity to 

     Regulations and make recommendations for solutions (short-

     Term and long-term). 

     Statewide shortage of rendering plants multiplies the problem 

     if a emergency situation develops such as the severe heat 

     wave in the summer of 2006. 

                      iii.    High Path Asian Avian Influenza Status:  Health professionals 

 are concerned that the continued spread of a highly                           pathogenic avian H5N1 virus across eastern Asia and other countries represents a significant threat to human health. The H5N1 virus has raised concerns about a potential human pandemic because:

a. It is especially virulent.

b. It is being spread by migratory birds.

c. It can be transmitted from birds to mammals and in some limited circumstances to humans, and

d. Like other influenza viruses, it continues to evolve.

                             The current H5N1 is not a pandemic virus by the definition, 

                             but the definition is there so people have some understanding 

                             of what it means.

                             A pandemic is a global disease outbreak, a new influenza for 

                             which people have little or no immunity, and for which there 

                             is no vaccine. The disease spreads easily from person to person

                             and causes serious illness, and can sweep across the country 

                             and around the world in very short time.

                             Federal and State agencies continue with laboratory testing, 

                             new vaccine development, bird testing in migratory flight 

                             paths, quarantine and movement of exotic birds, in the mean 

                             time immediate control measures could be initiated to contain 

                             the spread of the virus if necessary, quarantine, flock 

                             depopulation, control of product movement may be used to 

                             halt the spread of the infection. Embargoes may be placed on 

                             affected states or countries during a outbreak.

iv. CDFA Emergency Response Plan:   

a. Working with James Lee Witt Associates.

b. Recognizing Regional resources available.

c. Check for gaps in plans.

d. Seek available funding from Homeland Security.

e. Develop a Plan (response through programs).

                      COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS:

                        1.  Request CACASA’s Board of Directors accept the All-Hazards

                             Food and Agriculture Emergency Response Template 

                             Document as their model for adoption in emergency planning.

2. Request CACASA’s Board of Directors submit the template to 

The OES/SEMS/NIMS advisory committee for review to determine its compliance to SEMS/NIMS.

3. Request CACASA’s Board of Directors submit the template to 

                             CDFA for review and acknowledgment.

4. Request CACASA’s Board of Directors select representatives 

to set a meeting with the Governor’s office and invite CDFA, OES, OHS and Industry. The purpose of the meeting is to request the Governor’s office to request/designate funding from federal agencies for a state-wide county template implementation program for this template.

                        Adjourned:

                        Respectfully submitted,

                        Paul Matulich

                        Secretary  
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