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I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Weed and Vertebrate Chair, George Milovich, at 9:32 a.m. 

II. Approval of the Minutes for February 8, 2007.

II. The minutes were not available for approval.
III. Old Business

III. CDFA Noxious Weed Program – Bob Dowell, CDFA  

Everyone should have been notified of the upcoming weed tour that is being conducted by CDFA’s Robin Breckenridge.  There is a meeting with the USDA Regional Forester for California and Hawaii slated for next Tuesday in Vallejo at 10:30 a.m.  There needs to be CACASA representation at the meeting, please coordinate with Steve Schoenig.  The discussions will obviously center around weeds on forest service land that seem to have great difficulty in being addressed or controlled.

CDFA is meeting here, tomorrow, at the conference with CACASA Area Group reps to discuss the future goals of the Departments weed program realizing the program has been subject to many changes over the last few years.  The Department is interested in CACASA views and getting ideas which will be utilized in discussions with Department staff.  The goal is to begin crafting a plan on future program direction and using such a plan as a backdrop for justifying and securing additional funding.  
 

b.
WMA Update – Dowell, CDFA
A meeting was help in April with CACASA reps and other stakeholders to discuss WMA funding and what might be done differently in the coming years.  The group had a number of unanimous recommendations that were forwarded to the Department and accepted.  The Department will be sending out those recommendations later this week and would like comments back in a couple weeks.  The recommendations will include a program starting a year from now that will be a baseline plus system which is essentially what the  program had been in the past.  This amounts to a base funding or guaranteed funds for WMA’s along with a competing pot of money for additional funds and special projects.  This coming year every WMA who didn’t receive funds this last year will be given some level of funding, not necessarily equal, depending on how many applications are submitted.  Those WMA’s that were fully funded this year may not apply this year but will be able to re-enter the application process the following year and be included in the baseline plus funding program.  Those applicants who received partial funding may  re-submit for only those portions of their RFP’s that were not fully funded.  Each proposal must be limited to 5 projects and will be accepted starting mid to late June.  The goal is to review the proposals by late summer and having the contracts in place by January 2008 as it takes 90 days to process those contracts through the finance office.  This year’s contracts have just been sent to the contract office due to last minute changes in the process including issues dealing with precise contract language.  
III. CDFA Vertebrate Report – Dowell, CDFA
The VPCRAC report is available at www.vpcrac.org.  Three new proposals are being funded this coming year.  Efficacy assessments of different formulations, including oats versus pellets, anti-coagulants baits coordinated with zinc phosphide pretreatment baits with the University of California, a pilot project for vertebrate pest control and private applicator certification using  an interactive computer kiosk system, also with UC, and an economic rodent and bird damage to vulnerable crop commodities project using selected California Counties at the National Wildlife Research Center.  Information is available at the web-site. 
UC is funding a vertebrate pest control position out of the Kearney Research Center in Parlier and is currently conducting a nationwide search.  Support letters on behalf of CDFA, CACASA and VPCRAC were critical in establishing the position.  Duane Schnabel is participating in the position search and is on the screening committee.  It is expected the position will be filled sometime this fall.
The Department is re-instituting the use of diphacinone baits to control cottontail rabbits in California and the label will be amended to include all counties.  The reinstatement is a result of an AG opinion and a change in California law where agricultural crops include ornamental plants and the expansion of the definition of damage which will now include drip systems.  VPCRAC also funded research to look at the effectiveness of bait control on rabbits and determined that such baits are the most efficient and effective way to mitigate damage. 
The Department is looking into the California Coastal Commission issue of their regulating pesticides on Coastal Commission land.  The Department has had discussions with Commission staff pointing out the significance of their regulatory actions and the ability, or lack thereof, of the Commission to enforce such a regulation.  The discussions included looking at alternative ways to address their concerns such as IPM programs rather than prohibition type programs.  Those discussions will continue.
USEPA has issued recommended guidelines on the use of anticoagulants  which have been out for public comment.  Duane Schnabel has just finalized the Departments comments.  Contact Duane if you would like a copy of his comments or have any questions and comments.
VPCRAC will be meeting in Sacramento this October if anyone is interested in attending.  


d.
Japanese Dodder Update – Dowell, CDFA
All contracts to eradicate JD should be in place.  Large numbers of flyers have been distributed resulting in many calls.  Post cards are also going out to high risk zip code areas starting July.  There will also be additional flyers utilized in those high risk areas starting in August.  Five new sites have been picked up including one in Oroville, Butte County.  Surveys are being conducted in high risk areas and eradication efforts are on-going.     


e.
Wildlife Services Report – Craig Coolahan, Dir. of Wildlife Services
Still do not have a Federal budget and are operating on a continuing resolution for this year and anticipate what’s called a State allocation by the end of the month.  The funding remains fairly flat and similar to 2006.  Regarding the 2008 budget, no committee meetings have been scheduled.  The current presidential budget contains $8.7 million in cuts being proposed.

Further discussion included convening the WS Subcommittee in order to address the ever increasing cost to the County program and looking at all the program aspects.  Discussed consolidating districts and other cost saving measures. 
Again this year WS will be conducting AI surveys collecting more environmental samples.  This year will utilize temporary hires rather than permanent staff.  Last year WS was provided supplemental funds for the AI program but this year due to fewer funding restrictions temporary staff can be utilized.  The program is still a high priority program.  

Personnel changes include the new assistant Dennis Orthmeyer who Craig introduced.  Dennis has an extensive waterfowl background.  The Disease Biologist has accepted a position in Montana and Craig will be recruiting for that position.  The  pilot for WS has left for a position in Ely, Nevada.  Having one pilot and one plane WS is looking at changing things and perhaps contracting with a private firm and another pilot and to have one plane based in Taft and another somewhere in Northern California.  This would help with ferry times, etc.  Currently have no pilot.  The District Supervisor in San Luis, Joe Bennit, has also accepted a job in Nevada and will be leaving in July.  

Most Counties should have received their annual reports, July 2005 thru June 2006, however many were late due to computer problems.

The USF&W Consult is finally completed having began in August 2002!  A letter was received last week and now WS can use snares in the Kit Fox range.  Also have an expanded Kit Fox map/range.  Would certainly like to discuss the new mapping with USF&W, as many questions relate to the validity of the actual range. 

WS continues to work with the DF&G regarding an agreement to assist with Mountain Lion depredation issues including work in non-contracted counties Such work will utilize DF&G funds.  

Red Fox Issue – An individual working out of UCD is publishing a report related to the Valley Fox north of the American River, or the Delta region in general, that is considered to be closely related or the same as the Northern Sierra Red Fox. The Valley Fox to the south is a European species.  If the research holds true there may be a possibility of de-listing the Northern Sierra Red Fox.      
Feral Pigs – WS disease Biologists do sampling of wild pigs for disease throughout the State  and did assist with the e-coli situation last year. 



f.
CALIWAC Meeting – Boitano
The meeting with CALIWAC was prior to the meeting with the Department in order to discuss mutual areas of concern regarding weed program funding and how we might reach consensus and move forward in discussions with the Department.   Obviously the meeting went well and was quite productive with both CACASA reps and CALIWAC folks actually being on the same page with regard to what would be best for the program.  There was consensus from CALIWAC and later from the Department in supporting the concept of funding Ag Commissioner core programs.  Mike expressed thanks to CALIWAC and members Doug Johnson and Bob Pickard.  
CalEPPC, in conjunction with CDFA and UC Davis, will be sending out a weed surveys to WMA’s regarding the presence of about 30 different weed species so please respond back to the survey.


g.
Invasive Weed day @ The Capitol - Milovich
Invasive Weed Day at the Capitol was March 14, 2007.  This is not to be confused with California Invasive Weed Week, which is July 17 through July 22, 2007.  

IV. New Business

IV. SB 311 - Milovich
Sponsored by Senator Cogdill, who was the prior author of AB2479, will add back the $1 million removed from the Departments current weed program budget. Letters of support are encouraged as CACASA is taking a support position.
b.
Feral Pig Issues – Cathi Boze/Kevin O’Conner, DF&G

Mr. O’Conner of the DF&G did not show for the conference meeting.  (Update at the time of writing these minutes - The DF&G will attend the CACASA Winter Conference in late 2007 to report on this issue at the Weed and Vertebrate Committee meeting).  Cathi Boze gave an overview the feral pig issue and provided several handouts.  Feral pigs have few boundaries and impact and damage everything from urban to rural settings including regular ornamental landscapes to spinach, vineyards, orchards, row crops, etc.   Cathi was hoping to get the DF&G in a discussion to address these issues and recognize the enormity of the problem, to discuss associated disease issues and have dialogue regarding the possibility of changing the feral pig status from a game animal to a non-game animal.  Such a change would allow for much easier take and hopefully better control.  There is no shortage of feral pigs!  Feral pigs are known to consume as much as 60% as that of a cow, impact endangered species and are known to inhabit 39 states including Hawaii.  They are obviously a nationwide issue and problem.   Cathi has asked the Department and Wildlife Services for quantifiable data in order to help with this effort and attempt to more clearly identify the problem.   Dr. Brietmeyer addressed the group and discussed the funding issue and the need to look at changes, since the State was in the program, suggesting a good approach would be to involve the Public Health and Safety aspect, which is another reason why feral pigs are so important.  Dr. Brietmeyer is looking forward to working with the sub-committee and Wildlife Services, and indicated the Secretary is very interested, perhaps using the feral pig issue as the first point of discussion in looking again at funding for the Wildlife Services Program.  The Department recognizes that the Wildlife Services program is at the core of CDFA’s Animal and Plant Industry programs.  Cathi Boze reiterated that we are looking for new money and not wanting to jeopardize any other existing program funding.      
c.
Department Umbrella/Funding for Wildlife Services – Boitano/Boze
The Sac Valley had previously requested CACASA President Jerry Prieto send a letter to CDFA’s Animal Health Division, Dr. Brietmeyer, requesting a meeting with the Department to discuss the possibility of CDFA getting back into funding a portion of the Wildlife Services program.  The meeting did take place with Dr. Brietmeyer, Dr. Whiteford, Director Connell, the WS Sub-committee and President Prieto attending.  With the realization that not a great deal of money, if any, is currently available, part of the discussion centered around the State pressuring APHIS to provide more funding for local programs.  Other discussion involved current events such as e-coli and food safety issues and how individual local programs and counties have operated, including the extent of damage involved, in the 10 years since the Department pulled out of the program.   In essence, what is the extent of the problem? Is it continuing to grow and if so how much?  A survey sent out a number of years ago will be revised and sent out again so as to gather additional updated and more recent data.  The information will be used in further discussions with the Department and hopefully lead to additional funding, not this coming year, but hopefully in the near future.  There was also discussion, with support from the Department, to consider placing the program back into Plant Industry. Mike thanked the Department for their interest.           

V.  Additional Agenda Items - None
VI. Adjournment

There being no further business the Committee adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Gary Caseri, Secretary 

