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I. Call to Order


The meeting was called to order by Chair Frank Carl at 8:58 am.

II. Approval of CACASA Legislative Committee Minutes from March 25, 2008

III. Sponsored and Special Interest

a. Federal Legislation HR 667/HR 2419 (Farm Bill) Washington Update 
“Pest Detection and Surveillance Act:  This provision authorizes $407 million to give USDA the authority to enter into cooperative funding agreements with States to enhance their pest and disease detection and surveillance programs and increase inspections at domestic points of entry, implement pest trapping systems, and create pest eradication and prevention programs, among many other pest detection and surveillance initiatives.”

Greg Van Wassenhove discussed the above-stated provision in the farm bill which would translate to $40 million per year for 10 years.  Farm Bill is scheduled to be voted.  There is a request for dog teams.  On behalf of CACASA, Frank Carl recognized the excellent work of Tim Cansler during this process.
It was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA recognize selected  Members of the House of Representatives including Rep. Sam Farr, Rep. Jim Costa, and Rep. Dennis Cardoza and Members of the United States Senate for their ongoing work on Federal funding for Pest Detection and Pest Exclusion Programs administered by County Agricultural Commissioners within the State of California.
b. Legislative Update 
Matt Siverling gave a comprehensive report of legislation with the following highlights:  1) Fiscal bills are dominating the legislature through the end of May, 2) Some Members of the Senate have issues regarding the border stations, 3) The LBAM bills will be going to the conference committee, and 4) The upcoming May revise should show actual deficits.   Greg Van Wassenhove stated that no local costs are currently being reimbursed for border station referrals.
c. AB1907 (Ruskin) Point of Sale Sunset. Status: Senate Business, Professions & Economic Development (5-1-08) 
Kurt Floren reported that 1) the CACASA work group has recommended language for AB  1907, 2) Current language has a five-year sunset, 3) Met with Louis Brown and Pam Williams in a continuing discussion of AB 1907 (California Retailers Association has concerns), 4) CACASA proposed changes include raising from 50% to 75% inspection of sale items (based upon enforcement data), change minimum sample for smaller stores, stores without a priced item on display are not included in the sample size,  stores that have 100% of their inventory with “on sale” status to be exempt from limits on sample size, for special sampling there would be an ability to charge for reinspection (with conditions).  Frank Carl stated that the Grocers Association is still waiting for comments from retailers.  Greg Van Wassenhove stated that CACASA needs to work with selected members of the committees
d. AB 2223 (Horton) Structural Fumigation Fees. Status:  Assembly Appropriations (4-15-08)
Martin Hopper of the Pest Control Operators of California reported that several Pest Control Operators in San Diego County have approached Members of the Board of Supervisors with their concerns.  Bob Atkins stated that there has been no opposition to AB 2223 by elected officials to date.
e. AB 2168 (Jones) Farm Stands Status:  Assembly Appropriations (4-28-08) 

Scott Hudson discussed the origins of this bill as a result of interest by the local health departments regarding the selling of bottle water and jams. This bill would allow these items to be sold.  Dan Best discussed an amendment to the Food & Agricultural Code from “consumer” to “public”.  The CACASA subcommittee reviewed the bill and was satisfied with the Health & Safety Code changes, but had concerns regarding the Food & Agricultural Code changes.  It was also stated that there would be a concern regarding traceability of produce and tracebacks.  The Chair stated that CACASA will continue to work with the author.
It was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA oppose unless amended AB 2168 (Jones) and that CACASA 1) Support the original Health & Safety Code changes to the original bill and 2) Recommend removal of amendments to the Food & Agricultural Code as currently stated in AB 2168.
f. AB 2760 (Leno)  CEQA Pest Eradication. Watch.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations (4-28-08)
g. AB 2763 (Laird) Invasive Pest Advance Planning Assessment. Watch.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations (4-24-08)
Dan Webb stated that urban pest management issues could be linked to the Laird bill.

h. AB 2765 (Huffman) Aerial Use of Pesticide – Public Notice. Watch.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations (4-23-08)
i. SB 1723 (Maldonado) Pesticide Container Recycling. Status:  Senate Environmental Quality (4-21-08)

Liz Pellam reported that SB 1723 passed without opposition and no recycling rate was established.

It was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA support SB 1723 (Maldonado) regarding pesticide container recycling.
j. AB 2764 (Hancock) Pest Eradication – Use of Pesticide – Declaration of Emergency. Status:  Assembly Agriculture (4-16-08) (held in committee)

k. AB 2892 (Swanson) Aerial Treatment – Voter Approval. Status:   Assembly Agriculture (4-16-08) (held in committee)

IV. Additional Agenda Items –

a.
SB 1231 (Correa) Weed Abatement – Defensible Space Inspection
V. Other Bills of Interest

a.
SB 447 (Maldonado) Scrap metal sales   Support. Status:  Assembly Business & Professions (4-28-08)
SB 447 is to be moved into SB 691 (Calderon) Junk dealers and recyclers: nonferrous material.
b.
SB 311 (Cogdill) Weed funding support (dead). Status:  Senate Appropriations (2-4-08).
c.
AB 541 (Huffman) Genetically engineered plants. Status:   Senate Agriculture (2-14-08)
d.
AB 844 (Berryhill) Scrap metal sales (dead). Status:  Senate Business, Professions & Economic Development (7-9-07).
e.
AB 1352 (Berryhill) Animal rendering (dead). Status:  Assembly Appropriations (2-1-08).
f.
AB 1778 (Ma) Junk Dealers CRV. Status:   Assembly Appropriations (4-8-08)
g.
AB 1978 (Solorio) Computer mapping systems – public record. Status: (not heard) Assembly Organization (4-16-08).
h.
AB 2045 (De La Torre) Urban Forest. Status: Assembly Appropriations (4-23-08)
i.
AB 2065 (Hancock) Invasive aquatic species – dreissenid mussels. Status: Assembly Third Reading (4-29-08).
j.
AB 2625 (Strickland) Bio Diesel. Status: Assembly Transportation (4-14-08) (hearing canceled at request of author)
Ed Williams reported that this could be a spot bill.

k.
AB 2640 (Huffman) Composting – use as solid waste cover. Watch. Status: Assembly Appropriations (4-15-08)
Kurt Floren stated that this bill removes exclusion of compost for use as a solid waste cover. 

l.
AB 2785 (Ruskin) Wildlife Conservation Spatial Data. Status: Assembly Appropriations (4-16-08)
m.
AB 2849 (Evans) Bee theft defined as Grand Theft. Status: Assembly Appropriations (4-24-08)
n.   AB 2860 (Mendoza) Cancellation of Williamson Act Contracts. Status: Assembly Agriculture (4-23-08).
This bill eases the cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for Indian tribes.

o.
AB 2881 (Wolk) Right to Farm – Recovery of Defendant’s Costs. Status: Assembly Judiciary (4-23-08).
p.
SB 200 (Florez) reimbursement for recalled food. Status: Assembly Agriculture (3-25-08).
q.
SB 201 (Florez) Leafy greens traceability. Status: Assembly Agriculture (3-24-08). 
r.
SB 1121 (Migden) Cloned Animals Food Labeling. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-14-08).
s.
SB 1206 (Calderon) Structural Pest Control Advertising. Status: Senate Second Reading (4-30-08).
t.
SB 1280 (Maldonado) Seed Advisory Board. Status: Assembly – Held at Desk (4-29-08).
u.
SB 1404 (Lowenthal) Nursery Stock – Water requirements labeling. Watch.  Status: Senate Appropriations (4-22-08).

This issue was discussed in the Nursery Committee.  Mary Pfeiffer stated that the nursery industry is opposed.  Greg Van Wassenhove recommended that some issues be resolved prior to CACASA taking a position.

v.
SB 1436 (Ducheny) Accidental Take – Extension of Sunset - 2011. Status: Senate Third Reading (4-29-08)
w.
SB 1466 (Corbett) Citrus Nursery Stock Pest Cleanliness. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-28-08).
x.
SB 1518 (Correa) Water Meter Charges – Sub meters required on multi unit structures. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-28-08).
y.
SB 1562 (Hollingsworth) Tax relief from freeze and wildfire. Status: Senate Revenue & Taxation (4-23-08).
z.
SB 1576 (Florez) Country of Origin Food Labeling. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-22-08).
aa.
SB 1623 (Yee) Rice Certification reimbursement for cost of enforcement. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-22-08).
bb.
SB 1668 (Migden) SOD Minimum Expenditures Marin and Sonoma Counties. Status: Senate Appropriations (4-21-08).
VI. The meeting adjourned at 10:35 am.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Le Feuvre

Legislative Committee Secretary

