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Nursery, Seed, & Apiary Committee
Tuesday, May 6, 2008
8:00-9:30 am
Carmel Mission Inn – Junipero Serra Room

3665 Rio Road

Carmel, CA

Members:

Mary Pfeiffer, Chair


Rick LeFevre

Mark Black, Vice-Chair

Dave Whitmer
Bob Atkins, Secretary


Mark Quisenberry
Ruben Arroyo



Greg Van Wassenhove
Gary Caseri




Rick Gurrola


I. Call to Order

· The meeting was called to order 8 a.m.
II. Approval of Minutes of December 4, 2007

· It was M/S/C to approve the minutes of December 4, 2007.
III. Unfinished Business

· Seed Report – John Heaton, CDFA 
· John provided a compliance graph for seed samples taken in FY 06/07.  The graph indicated that overall there was 92% compliance with CA seed law. There were few non-compliant lots due to the presence of weeds, impurities and low germination.   He urged counties to continue to submit quarantine samples.
· Nursery Program Report – Mike Colvin, CDFA 
· Mike discussed recent work on citrus plant cleanliness regulations and legislative efforts to revamp the current citrus propagation statutes.  There is no industry consensus on what changes should take place at this time. 
· County nursery regulatory funding is flat after the $100K increase from last year.  
· New CDFA Nursery inspector for the South.  Nursery Services is now fully staffed.  
· County work plans have been submitted and contracts are in the works.  CDFA is working on solving late payments, if it takes longer than 2 months after billing is submitted to receive payment, call Pat Thalken.  
· Cotton acreage is down from 1.3 million acres to 250 thousand over last 10 years.  Funding down from $1.1 million to $600 thousand. 
· CalHIP – Terri Kempton, Sustainable Conservation 
· CA Horticultural Invasives Prevention Program (CalHIP), PlantRight is working with the nursery industry to identify invasive plants in the trade and developing a list of available alternatives.  Terri reported a recent success when Lowe’s adopted a policy embracing this concept.  
· In March 2008 CalHIP launched its campaign to the general public.  Brochures were developed and 26,000 printed in first printing.  They are going to second printing.  Brochures were distributed to those present.  Please contact Mary Pfeiffer or Terri for additional brochures.

· CD, brochures and speakers are also available.
· Nursery Roundtable Update – Dave Whitmer & AG Kawamura

· Robert Woolley was unable to attend.  Dave Whitmer gave overview of meeting and the intent of the nursery industry to identify and express shared concerns.  Their goal is to coordinate policy efforts and to work with UC and regulators.  Concerns shared on funding, phytosanitary and pest prevention policies.  AG supported the group’s goals and commented that this was the first time all elements of the horticulture industry had gathered to discuss common interests.  Water, labor, other requirements outside of FAC were additional topics of concern.  (Roundtable notes are attached.)
IV. New Business
· Proposed Grapevine Registration & Certification Regulations - Mike Colvin, CDFA 
· New draft regulations available for comment.  Mike indicated that they would like to get them finalized by late August and send them to OAL.  Please send comments to Mike.

· There was a concern raised on proximity of secondary increase blocks to certified blocks for risk of vector disease transmission. 
· Nematode Study Committee Report & Changes NIPM #7 – Mike Colvin, CDFA 
· Pfeiffer, Atkins and Caseri are the CACASA representatives to the Nematode Study Committee.   Gary was recently appointed to the committee.
· Mike reported on the recent committee meeting which was also attended by Bob and Mary.  Most of the discussion at the meeting centered on the need to consider moisture levels, especially if fumigant rates decline for certain crops.  The committee recommended maintaining the approval for lower fumigant rates for shallow rooted crops and requiring higher rates for some deeper rooted crops such as June budded fruit trees. 
· He provided handouts of a draft NIPM Item #7 – Approved Treatment and Handling Procedures to Ensure Against Nematode Pest Infestation of Nursery Stock which is based on the Nematode Study Committee’s recent recommendations.  Some editorial corrections were also made.  Mike requested that any comments be submitted to him as soon as possible.
· It is important to continue research in order to verify the efficacy of treatments at lowest effective rates.  
· Research on hot water treatments is also continuing.
· CANCG Grower Summit  – Mary Pfeiffer 
· CANGC is hosting a grower summit on June 3rd in Orange County to address pest prevention issues facing the nursery industry.  Bob Atkins will represent CACASA.
· Noxious/Invasive Weeds in Nurseries – Atkins
· The proposed change to CCR Section 3060.3 was discussed.  CDFA is proposing to amend this section to clarify that since noxious weeds are pests they cannot meet the standards of cleanliness required in nurseries and therefore are clearly prohibited in nurseries.  
· Bob also reported on the efforts of the City of San Diego, Oceanside and Encinitas to prohibit plants that they have listed as invasive or toxic in their jurisdictions.  Any ordinances that would establish a quarantine need the Secretary’s approval.
V. Additional Agenda Items

· SB 1404 Lowenthal 
· This bill would require that plants be labeled to provide water usage information.  This could be problematic since there labeling is optional in nurseries and without funding optional enforcement would be optional.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Atkins, Secretary
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