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I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Bill Gillette at 1:04 pm.
II. Approval of Minutes of February 7, 2008: The minutes were approved as sent.
III. Unfinished Business

a. IT Consultant: recommendation to the Board of Directors
PRAC forwarded a recommendation to the Board of Directors to enter into a contract with an IT consultant to evaluate current and future technology needs of county agricultural commissioners.  A small subcommittee will meet in partnership with DPR to develop an RFP.
b. Mill Subcommittee Report – Frank Carl

The Mill subcommittee met 5/5/08.  A summary of the 2008 mill distribution is as follows:
· Minimum disbursement raised to $60,000 (must have minimum expenditure of $60,000)
· There will be a 9% inflationary adjustment ($1,366,128)
· Maintenance and development of AgGIS ($683,565)

· Maintenance and development of RMMS ($154,300)

· Computer upgrades to smaller counties ($30,000)

· Maintenance and development of AIRS($147,000)

· Contract with IT consultant to evaluate technology needs ($100,000)

· Unallocated balance of residual funds to be held in trust in Los Angeles County trust account.
· (There were additional proposals awaiting approval for funding, including: on-line CE for licensees, Hearing Officers, GIS mapping, fish friendly farming, maintenance gardener outreach, and others). 
It was MSP to accept a proposal to allow the AgGIS residual mill funding to be disbursed over a two year period.  
IV. New Business

a. UC Pesticide Field Research and the Agricultural Commissioners – Rick Melnicoe, UC Pesticide Coordinator
Rick reviewed policies and exceptions for UC researchers who perform trials.  For example, they are exempt from restricted materials permits and research authorizations; if federally registered and a tolerance for the treated crop exists, it can be harvested.  Inspectors at an application site should be given an “Appendix 1” (fact sheet) which clarifies what is being done and provides contact information.  Rick can be contacted at: rsmelnicoe@ucdavis.edu or (530) 754-8378.

b.
Cal-EPA Enforcement Report – Matt Bogoshian, Deputy Secretary, Cal-
EPA
Matt serves as the Deputy Secretary for Law Enforcement and Counsel at Cal-EPA and is involved with implementation of the Governor’s Enforcement Initiative.  The E.I. is intended to provide a uniform approach to enforcement of all areas of Cal-EPA (air, water, pesticides, toxics, etc.) as carried out at all state and local boards, departments and offices.  Matt reviewed AB 32, Greenhouse gas emission reduction and discussed challenge of implementing of a well-intentioned law around the realities of business.  Matt also mentioned that the circuit prosecutor program is still available to counties.    mbogoshian@calepa.ca.gov or (916) 322-7188.  

c.  Section 18 Process – David Haskell, DPR
Section 18’s provide emergency exemptions for use of an unregistered product.  Recent examples include:  citrus root weevil, west Nile virus, and cavity spot in carrots.  New standards have been set to justify the need for a Section 18.  (Section 18 powerpoint presentation available from secretary).


d.  Phosphine gas/magnesium phosphide: New Rulemaking – Sue Edmiston
Phosphine gas is federally restricted; probably will not become California restricted until January, 2009.  See DPR rulemaking calendar at:

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/2008rc.pdf 

e.  Project for Transmittal of Confidential Information – Sue Edmiston
Five counties (Sacramento, Madera, Shasta, Ventura, and Monterey) will be given an account in DPR’s email system to test the feasibility of utilizing that system for transmission of personal information.  The Department will coordinate with the pilot counties by July 1 or thereafter.

f.
DTSC Action on Metallic Phosphides – Roy Rutz
Over the last few years there have been some exposure incidents involving spent aluminum and magnesium phosphide dust.  Technically, all users of phosphide products would have to get permits to meet toxic waste requirements.  It is anticipated that an exemption will be created for users of small quantities and adoption of regulations for “permit by rule” for users of larger quantities.

g.
DPR/CACASA Annual Calendar and Data Analyses Workgroup – Nan 
Gorder


Nan’s points of discussion included: 

· The purpose and value of the workplan, how is it used? Is it used actively to determine how the program is proceeding?  The data Analyses Workgroup is utilizing a facilitator.
· The cycle of workplans and program evaluations will be modified with the intent of improving the process.  “Discussions” will begin approximately October with workplans due by approximately January 15 (2009); program evaluations would occur in October.

· Questions regarding the PRAMR and other issues will be sent to deputy groups for input.  What are our data needs, who wants them, how are they used?  IT personnel will be involved in this review.

· Reminder that workplans can be formulated for one, two, or three year periods.

h.
Compendia and Inspection Forms Update – Roy Rutz
The inspection form will be updated to help clarify information regarding fumigation equipment (compactors, shanks, tool bars, spacing requirements, etc.   Although the final version of the forms has been completed it may take a year to roll them out due to the impact to data bases that will have to be updated.  It was recommended that DPR: 1) create an interim supplemental sheet for immediate use which includes the new changes and, 2) bring the completed final draft of the inspection form to the Winter Conference for review to allow full implementation of the new form by July 1, 2009.

i.
Department of Fish and Game Report – Stella (Borucki) McMillin
Pesticide Incident Training was held (for CAC, DPR, and F&G personnel).  It was attended by approximately 280; greatly improved networking and communication.  There was also a request from CAC’s that Wardens communicate with local Animal Control officers when called out for mountain lion incidents.


j.
OEHHA Biomonitoring – Lilley

SB 1379 (chaptered September, 2006) requires the Department of Health Services and Cal-EPA to “establish the California Contaminant Biomonitoring Program to monitor the presence and concentration of designated chemicals, as defined, in Californians”.  
The program intends to screen biological participants (voluntary) for toxic chemicals which may be persistent in the environment and to which Californians are likely to have had multiple exposures. Examples of the chemicals to be tracked include those found in cosmetics, personal care products, fuel, plastics, and pesticides.  Findings will be reported to the legislature every two years beginning January 2010.  
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/sen/sb_1351-1400/sb_1379_bill_20060929_chaptered.html 
   V.
Adjournment


   
The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Bill Gillette at 3:00 p.m.

 
Respectfully submitted,

 
Bob Rolan

 
Secretary







