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PEST PREVENTION COMMITTEE

MINUTES
                          May 6, 2008
                        Carmel Mission Inn
                           Carmel, CA

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Present:
Richard Price, Chair     
Mark Quisenberry         John Gardner                   Bob Rolan                       Mark Lockhart                        

Gail Raabe                     Rick Landon                   Greg Van Wassenhove    
Rick Gurrola                  Kurt Floren

       Jerry Prieto  Gary Kunkel (Alternate)
I. Call to Order



The meeting was called to order by Chairman Price at 3:10 P.M.
II. Approval of Minutes (February 8, 2008 )



It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 8, 2008
III. Unfinished Business

a. LBAM Update - 



Robert Dowell (CDFA)
Bob Dowell provided an update of Light Brown Apple Moth eradication efforts.  The Superior Court of Santa Cruz County issued a restraining order to halt aerial pheromone applications until completion of an Environmental Impact Report.  Court ruled that there existed no “imminent threat.”  Twist-tie use is continuing in San Mateo, Alameda, and Marin Counties and there has been generally positive feedback from the public.  The “California Alliance to Stop the Spray” attended the last Task Force meeting and had been observing placement of twist-ties.  Rates of LBAM findings are ahead of same time previous year numbers.  In Alameda County, there were two peaks this year and counts exceeded totals from all of previous year.  Number of moths per trap per day remained under 1, while Australia & New Zealand show multiple moths/day/trap.  
Studies conducted on male moth attractants found insufficient pheromone in mixture.  Must wait until 6-pack tests completed and for finalization of EIR, which has no clear anticipated date.  Sterile release being examined, including review of research by Australia, New Zealand, and USDA in Hawaii.  Looking at use of trailers for mass rearing.  Uncertainties exist re: diet, percent viables, and other matters.  Process involves partial sterilization of males, which are allowed to mate, producing eggs which hatch, but offspring are sterile.  One male produces multiple steriles.
Dave Whitmer (Napa) discussed research on Trichogramma (parasitic wasp) as nearly done.  Multiple parasites have been identified in Australia, and work has begun on rearing.  Tests are needed re: impacts upon native and/or desirable species.  Wasps for release come as parasitized eggs on cards, which are hung for the parasites to emerge and spread on their own.  Lifespan is about one week in the real world.  Per Bob Dowell, such are not being looked at as self-sustaining.
Gail Raabe (San Mateo) questioned whether or not there was consideration for redefining of parameters for twist-ties.  Bob Dowell responded that moth populations are increasing and CDFA has determined that it cannot sustain adequate twist-tie volumes vs. moth populations.  CDFA is returning to its early practice of concentrating on “outliers.” 

Gail Raabe offered thanks to Bob Dowell re: time and assistance with project.  

Scott Hudson (San Joaquin) questioned re: availability of twist-ties; Mentioned legal requirement to act within 30 days of FONSI (Finding of no significant impact).  Frank Carl questioned if FONSI requirement is only applicable to residential areas, believing that FONSI is site-specific.  Bob Dowell stated a belief that FONSI is applicable anywhere.  Scott Hudson questioned the definition of “site” or “area” as applicable, as “site” has changed from 200 meters to 1.5 miles radius.  Noted that the Environmental Assessment and FONSI findings are posted on the CDFA Website.
Bob Dowell offered thanks to CACs re: setting of meetings in respective counties and thanks to the Environmental Assessment group of USDA.

Dave Bengston (Mendocino) questioned why there is established a 2-moth action point (2 moths within 3 miles within 1 lifecycle).  Bob Dowell responded that there is an assumption of even sexual distribution (i.e., have 2 males, certain to have females).

b. Diaprepes Future Survey - 


John Hooper (CDFA)
John Hooper discussed the 2-year eradication activities in Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Counties, noting no identification of new infestation locations since 2007 in L.A. or Orange Counties.  It is believed that DRW was likely moved by landscapers.  Eradication methods have all been chemical, as nematodes were not found to be conducive to soils and temperatures in the areas.  Waiting on State budget to determine ongoing program.  Likely that $587K research and regulatory program to remain if eradication funding disappears.  Currently treating 1350 properties among the three counties.  Program lacks an attractant trap, and improved traps are needed to be effective.
c. Border Station Issues - 


Nick Condos (CDFA) 

CDFA has initiated tracking of truck traffic according to several factors.  Finding that some vehicles are using alternate routes to sidestep inspection stations.  Analysis shows that approximately 2.6% of truck traffic would divert courses to avoid inspection.  Two cases of evasion have been proven and State has taken enforcement actions.  From February to March, traffic volumes were monitored, with findings that highways are a significant pathway of cut greens with surface pests.  CDFA needs assistance in determining who are receivers of shipments; CDFA to provide information to CACs who, as possible, are encouraged to visit receivers.  Nick noted that SITC in Los Angeles found cut murraya from Florida in February, within a month of the federal order revision requiring certification of cut greens to verify status as free from Asian Citrus Psyllid.
d.   Pierce’s Disease Program Update- 

Bob Wynn (CDFA)
      - Nursery Stock Approved Treatment Program Discussion

Bob acknowledged the work of CACs in developing the Approved Treatment Protocol (ATP) as an alternative to the 100% inspection process for nursery stock shipments to uninfested areas.  Another cut in federal funding has occurred, with funding dropping from $23.2 million to $22.7 million.  CDFA losing $460K under 10% program reductions as per State budget instructions.  
Craig Hanes stated that the Pierce’s Disease Program is coordinating with Pest Exclusion in developing Pest Prevention University training regarding trapping and nursery pest management methods re: GWSS.  If unable to get employees to the training classes, CACs should contact their local CDFA offices to arrange.

Greg Morris stated that CDFA has reviewed the ATP and clarifications were made re: requirements for trapping, employee training, ATP Compliance Agreement number requirements on CQCs, and other particulars.  Best Management Practices for nurseries have been developed and will be posted on the CDFA Website.  Two weeks ago, the PD/GWSS Task Force reviewed the plan and reviewed spray treatment documentation, granting approval.
Initially, the following numbers of nurseries are expected to enter into compliance agreements and implement the ATP:  2 (Bordiers and Valley Crest) in Ventura;  1 (Norman’s) in Los Angeles;  2 (Village Nursery) in San Diego;  1 in Orange;  1 (Village) in Riverside.  Santa Barbara nurseries are all presently free-from GWSS and San Bernardino has no nurseries that consistently ship north.  It is likely that the first shipments will occur in June.

Roger Spencer noted, re: County contracts, that funding is dropping from $14.1 million to $13.1 million in FY 08/09 to fund contracts in 51 counties.
   e.   High Risk Pest Exclusion Program Status - Kurt Floren (Los Angeles)
Kurt provided a briefing of the funding distribution determinations made by the High Risk Pest Exclusion Working Group, which agreed that no new determinations of program effectiveness or redesigning of fund distribution could be drawn from the limited amount of interception data resulting from the exclusion work conducted by Counties under contractual terms set recently in early 2008.  Contract issuance, consisting of full funding of airfreight inspection, 008 inspection of shipments from Florida/Southern states/Hawaii, and Bee Hive inspection would continue in FY 08/09, with the balance funding approximately 30% of requested parcel terminal inspection workplans.
- Dog Team Funding Discussion
As federal funding for FY 07/08 in the amount of $737K came too late to implement this year, it is carried over to FY 08/09, which will alleviate the need to fund dog teams in Contra Costa and San Bernardino Counties next year, freeing $275K in State HRPE funding used to do so in the current year.  The funding will support the establishment of additional teams.

It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA 
recommend to CDFA the placement of a canine team for pest 
exclusion activities in each of Sacramento and San Diego Counties.


It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA 
support the proposed use of current federal pest exclusion funding to 
fund dog teams in Contra Costa, San Bernardino, San Diego, and 
Sacramento Counties with a shortfall to be funded from State HRPE 
funding.

   f.   Federal Pest Prevention Funding - Greg Van Wassenhove (Santa Clara)
        - Rural residential trapping funding

Greg passed on presenting this report, as a full report was scheduled to be presented at the meeting of the Legislative Committee the next day.
   g.   Phytosanitary Re-Certification Exams/Phytosanitary Fees/- 
USDA representatives not present: Richard Price stated that feedback is needed re: re-certification exams.  USDA has not finalized comments on proposed implementation of Phytosanitary fees.
   h.   Pest Exclusion Academy Update- Nick Condos
With the return of funding for HRPE, training from the Academy is to focus on the basics of the program.  Need to refresh curriculum for uniformity and basic skills to ensure consistent activities in the field among jurisdictions.  Dave Whitmer (Napa) commented that interactive parts of training prove more valuable than lectures.
i.   Yellow Tomato Leaf Curl Virus Program- Nick Condos (CDFA) 

Workgroup of CACs and industry members have crafted a program design which is to go to review by counsel and then to OAL.  Plan will create “protected areas” upon requests by respective CACs (e.g., those whose counties are home to operations producing commercial or retail transplants).  Concept is that transplants are a regulated article.  There exists no funding to support an interior quarantine and, as this is not under a quarantine, it is not a mandated program and CACs may charge for services.  A letter is to be sent re: processes and procedures to request a protected area.  Some industry members are already employing procedures.
j.   County pest detection commitment- Richard Price (Butte County) 

Richard stated that he is working with Larry Bezark on County commitment issues.  Richard is to conduct a survey to identify County commitment values/terms and to find any overlaps in high-hazard trapping.  Debbie Tanouye remarked that changes in commitments have occurred over the years.
IV.
     New Business

a.   Pest Rating Committee Report - 
Richard Price (Butte County)
Committee met in April.  Currently utilizing an H-rating for those pests with questionable ratings.  Finding numerous genera (hybrids) that must be addressed.  The rating system is presently a policy issue, but looking at the Winter to present the matter to go to regulations.  Greg Van Wassenhove commented that the committee should look at rejection issues and routine notification of rating changes to CACs. The Pest Rating policy still needs to be addressed in a potential regulatory format.
b.   Pest detection contract/fiscal issues - 
Richard Price (Butte County)
CDFA Pest Detection Specialists should be meeting with County trapping staffs.  State looking at issuance of multi-year contracts. 
A non-agendized discussion ensued regarding the presentation provided by Kevin Harriger of U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security – Customs Border Protection, in which he described efforts to improve border activities to intercept smuggled plant and animal materials, to increase scrutiny in inspecting for pests and diseases, and to enhance coordination with State and County agricultural agencies.
It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the President of CACASA prepare and send a letter to Homeland Security – Customs Border Protection requesting notification to CDFA and the applicable County Agricultural Commissioner of interceptions of prohibited plant materials at points of entry to facilitate placement of pest detection traps in the vicinity of shipment destination.

There being no further business before the Committee, Chairman Price adjourned the meeting at approximately 4:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Kurt Floren (Los Angeles),  Secretary
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