CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS & SEALERS ASSOCIATION
Weed and Vertebrate Committee

MINUTES
Tuesday, May 6, 2008

9:30 am to 11:00 am

Carmel Mission Inn – Junipero Serra Room
3665 Rio Road

Carmel, CA

Committee Members:
George Milovich – Chair

Dennis Bray


Cathi Boze

Vicki Helmar – Secretary

Pat Griffen


Bob Atkins

Dave Robinson


Joe Moreo


Vince Guise
Mike Boitano

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by George Milovich at 9:32 am.

II. Approval of Minutes of December 4, 2007:  The minutes were approved as sent.

III. Old Business

a. WMA Funding 2009:  George Milovich/Pat Griffen
For 2009 there will be a total of $1.5 million with base line funding for WMA projects for every county.  Of the $1.5 million, the State will hold back $150,000 and 10% will go to research.  Of the remaining, 80% will be dedicated to the base line funding ($16,758 per county that has a WMA) and 20% will fund special projects ($243,000).  Simple work plans for the base line funding will be required to provide oversight on county projects. Any monies not used in the base line will go back into the supplemental/special projects pool.  Counties will need to get with their WMAs to develop the work plans for the base line and special projects.  Work plans are due July 15, 2008.
b. WMA Advisory Committee:  George Milovich/Pat Griffen

See comments under a.

c. Cooperative Weed Management Area Conference, Reno, Nevada:  Milovich

George Milovich reported on the National Conference he attended in Reno, Nevada.  It was an interesting meeting with discussions on listing of invasive species and mapping of species.  George felt somewhat leery of the listing process, noting that several state representatives were not even connected to agriculture.

d. Weed Day at the Capitol/CALIWAC Meeting Update: Milovich/ Moreo

Participated in this awareness event to gain support for line item funding for invasive weed control.  Met with 30+ legislative offices and provided brochures.  They were unable to meet with any legislators themselves. 

e. WMA Subcommittee Meeting: George Milovich

See comments under a.

f. Vertebrate Subcommittee:  Mike Boitano

Mike reported that Dr. Breitmeyer held information sharing meeting on feral pigs as they relate to E. coli.  Fish and Game and the University of California participated in the meetings.  Fish and Game reported that it is legal to take pigs on your own property, a hunting license is required. The subcommittee will try to get written policies from Fish and Game, clarifying what can be done.

IV. New Business
a. Rabies:  George Milovich

George reported on a rabies incident involving a wild animal and wanted to remind everyone that vertebrate pest management is not only a vertebrate control issue but a health issue as well.
b. USFS Weed Update:  Mary Pfeiffer

Discussion focused on invasive weed issues in and around US Forest Lands.  Many forests have stopped spraying.  This is becoming problematic for commissioners who have been controlling invasive weeds.  Commissioners would like to restart conversations with the Forest Service regarding these issues.
Art Gaffrey from US Forest Service, Region 5 (707-562-8719) provided an update on the Forest Service’s activities regarding invasive and noxious weed species within the Forest Service Lands.  Art reported that even though budgets are declining the number of acres treated for weeds is going up; 1700 acres treated in 2007 compared with 2300 acres expected to be treated in 2008.  Art further reported that the Forest Service is providing education to the public regarding visitation to the national forests; developing their IPM practices so that the implication of invasive and noxious weed species will be considered in all projects; and is committed to developing strong relationships with counties, the state, and landowners.
Other issues discussed with Art were: 1) the need for a consistent policy regarding invasive weed control among the different national forests. Art explained that policy is subject to interpretation and since each forest supervisor has authority for policy implementation in their national forest there has been different emphasis on weed control from forest to forest. 2) The sporadic enforcement of weed free forage in the national forests.  Art stated it takes an order to be enforced and that weed free forage is voluntary as far as private parties going into the forest. He further explained that the policy is any new permittee or renewal must use weed free hay and feed.  If it is not available, then pelletized feed must be used or an inspection of the forage being brought in is required.  3) The category exclusion (CE) for road maintenance.  The criteria for spraying is the impairment of the roadside, not the mere presence of weeds.  A suggestion was made to seek an additional CE for small populations.  Art explained that it takes Secretary action and the timing was not good for bringing in another CE.
c. Washington D.C.:  Mary Pfeiffer

See comments under b.

d. Mapping: Colleen Murphy-Vierra, CDFA

Colleen Murphy-Vierra reported on the website for A-rated weeds.  The data base contains all the A-rated weeds for the entire State.  The data can be viewed online.  The website is password protected and is ready for release.  Colleen asked whether the mapping services should be released to the entire Association.  It was M/S/C to recommend that the Board of Directors approve the release of the Map Services website sponsored and maintained by CDFA for A-rated weeds and their associated mapping to the entire Association.
e. Wildlife Services:  Craig Coolihan, USDA 

Craig reported that counties should have received the financial plans for the 2008/09 budget.  The average cost per Specialist is $84,000.  The counties will pickup 61% or $52,000.  Also for 08/09 there will be $5.34 mil increase for rabies surveillance and that they are seeking $1.5 mil to continue field testing of the CLOD (coyote lure operative device) device using the toxicant thenobromine and caffeine (5:1 ratio) for coyote control.  Craig discussed the need to secure additional funding for public safety positions because of recent attacks on humans by coyotes and mountain lions.  Craig also reported on feral pig activities. USDA is working with State Fish and Game to negotiate an agreement for the monitoring of feral pigs and mitigation of damage.  California, Texas, and Florida are managing the pigs; other states are engaged in eradication.  ARS will continue to monitor for E. coli in pigs in Monterey County.  There is a National Business Plan for Feral Hogs providing guidance on damage, control, and monitoring of disease.

f. CDFA Vertebrate Update:  Victoria Hornbaker

New Fish and Game regulations ban the use of lead ammunition.  These regulations were precipitated by the secondary lead poisoning of raptures. Victoria provided some additional information on the CLOD device. Once the $1.5 mil in funding is secured, the next phase, in addition to the continued field testing, will be to register the product through US EPA.  Victoria reported that CDFA is updating their website and the vertebrate handbook.  The vertebrate handbook will be available electronically.  Victoria also reported that Ed Meyer is the newest public member of the Vertebrate Pest Control Research Advisory Committee (VPCRAC).   
Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Helmar

Secretary
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