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Nursery, Seed, & Apiary Committee
April 28, 2009
8:00 am – 9:00 am
Town and Country Hotel

500 Hotel Circle North

San Diego, CA

Members:

Mary Pfeiffer, Chair


Rick LeFevre

Mark Black, Vice-Chair

Joe Moreo
Bob Atkins, Secretary


Jim Allan

Ruben Arroyo



Greg Van Wassenhove
Gary Caseri



Dave Whitmer
Rick Gurrola


I. Approval of Minutes
It was M/S/C to approve the minutes of December 9, 2008.
II. Unfinished Business

A. Colony Strength Report – Gary Caseri
Gary reported on the work of the Colony Strength subcommittee.  Commissioners representing the Sacramento Valley and the San Joaquin Valley developed suggested uniform colony strength procedures.  Gary also distributed a handout summarizing which counties currently perform these inspections. The committee also discussed John Gardner’s question regarding the appropriate sample size that should be used.  The subcommittee had discussed that concern, but decided that the procedure they are recommending provided a reasonable sample at a reasonable cost.  Gary had received informal input from several beekeepers and they also felt the sample size was appropriate.
It was M/S/C that the Colony Strength Inspection Procedures as developed by the Nursery, Seed and Apiary Subcommittee for Apiary Strength Certification Procedures be forwarded to the CACASA Board of Directors for approval, and if approved, request that the Board forward the Association’s recommendation to CDFA, the State Apiary Board and the California Beekeepers’ Association for their review, comment and endorsement.  
B. Nursery Roundtable Report– Robert Dolezal, CANGC
Robert reported on recent activities of the Nursery Roundtable.  He reported the Roundtable development of a white paper intended to improve communications between the nursery industry, CDFA, and other regulatory bodies.  The Roundtable is developing an organizational structure intended to represent the breadth of the nursery industry in California, including both its many segments and representatives of its various trade organizations.

III. New Business
A.
LBAM Nursery BMP Development – Robert Dolezal

An effort is underway by the nursery industry and CACs working with CDFA, USDA/APHIS, and U.C. Cooperative Extension to develop a model BMP that fulfills the requirement of nursery LBAM compliance agreements that each nursery have such a business practices and systems approach.  This should reduce workload, allow for directed pesticide applications and avoid whole-nursery spraying.  The BMPs would include risk assessment, inspection, exclusion, detection, actions including treatments, and record-keeping.  
B.
Nursery Advisory Group Report – Mark Black

The Nursery Advisory group met April 22nd at CDFA Headquarters.  There were few representatives from the nursery industry in attendance which hampered the group’s ability to develop recommendations for the Secretary.  CDFA was asked to create a straw document as a way to begin discussions on improving the nursery regulatory program.  CDFA primary concerns are the potential introduction of high pests risk and pest cleanliness.  The group was concerned about new costs.  Nursery license and acreage fees were discussed at length.  It was pointed out that the last attempt to change the licensing fees inadvertently reduced rather than increased funds collected.  Because of this glitch Nursery Services is now working from their reserves. The group agreed to recommend that the base license fees be increased by $25 (from $50 to $75), but felt that before the acreage fees should be adjusted more input for a broad range of industry members was vital.  
CANGC produced a credit reporting service list of California nurseries based on tax reports.  The list suggests that only a portion of the listed nurseries were licensed.  The group discussed how the list could used to assure that nurseries are appropriately licensed.  The CAC representatives present thought that counties could assist, but were concerned about the potential workload.  They felt that the list must be evaluated for accuracy before an action was taken by counties.  
C.  Report 6 Potential Changes – John Heaton

John presented a Powerpoint (attached).  He pointed out that over the last 3 years the out-of-state seed workload has increased and that his office needs to gather the data on these inspections to ensure that out-of-state seed labelers are correctly paying the seed assessment.   
It was M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACs provide their records of seed inspections to CDFA, preferably electronically, in conjunction with their monthly Report 6.  

D. Citrus Nursery Stock Pest Cleanliness Program Development (SB 140 & AB 281) – Bob Atkins

He reported that on a recent meeting regarding the ongoing discussion regulators are having with nurseries and producers to protect the entire citrus industry from the spread of diseases, including HLB.  Costs of testing and screening of mother trees, the reliability, and the need for testing are the key issues for the nurseries and adequate protection for the production industry is their issue.   Additional meetings have been scheduled.
E. Apiary/Seedless Mandarin – Ruben Arroyo
Ruben provided a brief report on the conflict between beekeepers and mandarin growers. A handout was provided.

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Atkins, Secretary
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