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PEST PREVENTION COMMITTEE

                          April 28, 2009

             2:30 – 5:00 PM
Town & Country Hotel - San Diego, CA
MINUTES
          (Draft for Approval)
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Richard Price, Chair     
Jeff Pylman                   John Gardner                  Bob Rolan                       Tim Niswander
Gail Raabe                    Louie Mendoza               Greg Van Wassenhove    Mark Lockhart
Rick Gurrola                 Kurt Floren

       
I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:28 by Chairman Price

II. Approval of Minutes (February 5, 2009)

It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of February 5, 2009
III. Unfinished Business
a.   LBAM Update- 




Robert Dowell, CDFA
LBAM infestations have expanded northward through Sonoma and into Napa Counties.  A single LBAM was trapped in Ventura, with the F-1 generation to complete in mid-May.  Carpenteria find is being addressed with twist-ties, with monitoring through the F-3 generation.  Original funding through USDA for LBAM activities was $22.4 million.
Development of sterile LBAMs for a sterile insect technique (SIT) project being spearheaded by USDA; Greg Simmons has been brought in from the Phoenix laboratory.  Bob indicated that there is general satisfaction with the Moss Landing rearing facilities.  LBAM eggs are being brought from Albany and rearing appears successful.  There are no releases planned to effect eradication;  initial goal is to examine activity of the steriles and learn the best methods to use them.  
Two sites are planned for early releases.  An EIR is due early May.  Operational releases will begin no sooner than June.  Bob Dowell requested that any CACs know if information is needed/desired regarding specifics of the operations.  Greg Van Wassenhove (Santa Clara) asked when wider-scale releases may begin, and Bob responded that CDFA “doesn’t see that happening before 2010.  Project is considering different potential approaches, including starting from the inside-out in the infestation vs. beginning at the outer edges and working inward.  No pest management utilizing “male attractant” treatments is planned before issuance and acceptance of the EIR, but twist-ties will be used at outlying sites.
b.   Japanese Dodder - 



Terrance Lorrick , CDFA
246 sites, believed all in the state, have been treated.  Last was in Alameda, where delimitation has been completed.  Japanese Dodder found in Fruitvale area of Oakland.  Re: contracts, no e-fund money is available this year.  Current year contracts in 11 counties totaled $344K, but had to reduce 50% for lack of e-funds.  Contracts suspended in late November & CACs were asked to cease operations.  CDFA intends to fund next fiscal year.   Contracts were sent out April, totaling $200K and letters should be expected soon for FY 09/10.  Outreach to the Hmong community is continuing, with informational postcards being sent; over next two weeks, radio public service announcements being broadcast with two stations providing Hmong translations.  Terrance indicated good cooperation from the Hmong community and Frank Carl (Sacramento) concurred.  There are hopes for additional federal funding if additional counties become infested.
c.   Pest Status - 





-Diaprepes Root Weevil   

John Hooper/Nick Condos, CDFA
Due to budget cuts, eradication efforts have been halted.  DRW is present in Orange, Los Angeles, and San Diego Counties, with the largest infestation in San Diego.  Orange County infestation likely does not pose a significant threat due to continuing treatments against Red Imported Fire Ant.  CDFA has issued a series of advisories announcing cessation of state interior quarantine enforcement and is seeking an end to the federal quarantine.  DRW will remain a “pest of concern” re: nurseries.  Noted that B-pests remain rejectable if found on shipments.  Looking at developing a voluntary treatment program with coordination from CACs.

- Gypsy Moth (Ojai project)
  


John Hooper, CDFA
GM found in Ojai in Ventura County.  CDFA conducting ground treatments, strictly, using Bt on approximately 577 properties covering 260 acres.  There have been some property owner refusals re: treatments, but the State Attorney General was helpful in acquiring a warrant in a generic form to facilitate the treatments.  29 warrants issued with assistance from CHP, whose presence helped in obtaining cooperation from all but one resident, for which a restraining order was obtained. 
d.   Pierce’s Disease Program Update - 


Bob Wynn, CDFA
Bob Wynn recounted his Interim meeting discussion of his presentation to the Wine Institute.  Bob discussed the PD/GWSS Board and Pierces Disease Control Program’s sunset of March 2011 and proposals within SB 2 to extend them and related funding/assessments until March 2016.  Continuation of the Board and PD/GWSS Task Force may be accomplished by a referendum vote.  Joined by Beth Stone and Dr. Nancy Ireland, Bob presented two PowerPoint presentations.  Beth Stone-Smith (USDA) discussed the several area-wide treatment programs in the state, in which the goal is not eradication, but suppression.  Noted that only trapping is occurring in Fresno.  Also noted that Imidichloprid has come off patent, making generics available & reducing costs from ~$200/acre to ~$75/acre.
e.   High Risk Pest Exclusion Program Status - 
    Kurt Floren, Los Angeles
Kurt discussed a meeting of the HRPE Working Group held March 11, noting that some members were not available due to the CACASA delegation’s trip to Washington, DC.  The Working Group had intended to examine funding allocations, expenditures, and pest interceptions according to individual pathway in order to propose pathway funding for FY 09/10.  At the time, updated data had not been compiled re: actual to-date expenditures and it was noted that some uncertainties existed re: interception data accuracy.  CDFA since has conducted a survey of Counties to verify interception numbers.  After evaluating the resulting data, the following comparisons of funding and effectiveness were noted:
· Air Freight:
1086 interceptions (68% of total)
43% of funds
· 008/Nursery:
    93 interceptions (6% of total)
39.5% of funds

· Parcel Insp’n:
  399 interceptions (25% of total)
12.5% of funds

· Bee Hives:
    12 interceptions (0.7% of total)
    5% of funds

Also reviewed County expenditures of contracts, finding that, generally, all CACs were on track with expending allocations for each pathway.

Kurt announced that the HRPE Working Group would need to re-convene to re-examine funding priorities, with part of discussion to regard consideration of a greater apportionment to Parcel Inspection in light of the disproportionate number of pest interceptions versus funding allocation.  Program funding of $5.5 million appears to be secure for FY 09/10.

It was M/S/P to:

Approve and distribute High Risk Pest Exclusion (HRPE) workplans and contracts based upon the final recommendations to be provided by the HRPE Working Group.

f.   Fed. Pest Prevention Funding Update -     Greg Van Wassenhove, Santa Clara

Greg reviewed the successful funding of two appropriations requests:


Import Inspection:    $693K appropriated
($1.67 million requested)



Pest Detection Aug:  $589K appropriated
($1.53 million requested)

Greg commended the CACASA DC delegation for its diligence and success in promoting and lobbying for support of the appropriation requests.  Farm Bill was adopted with appropriations of $12 million for Enhanced Pest Detection and Surveillance activities nationwide.  Seeking $1.8 million in hopes of funding 12 detector dog teams in California.

It was M/S/P to:

Recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA request CDFA to promptly distribute workplan forms to each County Agricultural Commissioner designated to acquire and implement one or more dog teams for pest exclusion inspection work through available federal funding.
g.  Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl Virus Update - 

Nick Condos, CDFA
CDFA is pursuing a “protected area” approach to TYLCV, which would eliminate the need to inspect locations within an area found to be free from the disease.  Due date for submittal of workplans has been moved to May 13.
        IV.    New Business
a.   Asian Citrus Psyllid: HLB presentation - 

John Connell, CDFA
“Things are looking pretty good.”  Treatments have been done around find sites numbering about 200 in San Diego and Imperial Counties, covering approximately 4500 properties.  San Diego treatments are complete and those in Imperial are expected to be completed in ~ two weeks if there are no new finds.  Mexico is mirroring California’s efforts, doing prophylactic treatments.  In Tijuana, all known sites have been treated, excepting ~ 10% with locked gates to yards.  USDA technical working group to discuss deregulation policy (e.g., is negative detection for 3 lifecycles appropriate to end regulatory controls?). 
USDA has provided over $5 million to address ACP.  CDFA has secured $1.3 million from e-funds for treatments.  CDFA is partnering with citrus industry representatives and Texas & Florida agricultural agencies and industry members to seek federal support and a national plan, with cost estimates of ~$104 million.

Huanglongbing/Citrus Greening Disease is present in Florida and Louisiana.  One infected tree was identified in Charlston, North Carolina last week.  Texas has presence of ACP, but no HLB has been detected. 

b.   US Customs and Border Protection Update – 
Hector Baez, USDA
Agricultural border inspection was relocated to Department of Homeland Security in 2003.  Hector acknowledged difficulties in coming up to speed with what had been APHIS responsibilities, but sees significant improvements.  The program is approximately 90% staffed in California.  In San Francisco, staffing is at 92%, and notable interceptions include Khapra Beetle from coriander and Asian Gypsy Moth found in April.  In Los Angeles County, staffing is at 95%.  At the Los Angeles/Long Beach Port complex, Asian Gypsy Moth was recently identified and ACP was intercepted on curry leaves at LAX.  Communication between CBP and CACs is welcome and encouraged.  Hector provided contact information:
Hector.S.Baez@DHS.gov
 Hector.S.Baez@CBP.dhs.gov
916-930-5505
Hector met with Secretary Kawamura upon his appointment, discussing need to notify and promote to the public the partnership among CDFA, USDA, & CBP.  It was agreed that there needs to be increased outreach regarding pest exclusion activities and promotion of the use of detector K-9s.  

Hector discussed the San Diego Pest Risk Working Committee as very diverse, including involvement from U.S. Fish & Wildlife, CDFA, FDA, Sheriff, Veterinary Services, County Agricultural Commissioner, and others.  Committee focusing on three key issues:  communication, training, & enforcement.  CBP requests CAC staff representation at Pest Risk Committee meetings.

Frank Carl (Sacramento) commented that CACs used to receive weekly updates from CBP and asked why such are no longer received.  Hector committed to coordinating with Helene Wright’s office to distribute the reports.
Steve Birdsall (Imperial) asked about loss of a USDA entomologist/pathologist at the San Diego border station.  Helene replied that the entomologist went to Los Angeles and, while it is intended to fill the vacancy, a hiring freeze is in place.

It was M/S/P to:

Recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA prepare and send a letter to Helene Wright urging an expedited filling of the vacant USDA identifier position at the San Diego border inspection station.

c.   CACASA Rep. on USDA/CBP Pest Risk Comm. (Coast Area group)-V. Guise
Vince discussed the value in participating with USDA and CBP on Pest Risk Committees and encouraged that all CACASA Area Groups (districts under CBP) provide representatives to Pest Risk Committees.  Representatives can then report via email pertinent issues to CACASA members.
d.   PCIT Fee Update - 



Helene Wright, USDA
Final rule is expected in Summer.  Costs are lower under PCIT system than manual completion of phytosanitary certificates.  Not certain what final rule will look like, but Christian Ellis may provide additional insight.
e.   CAPS Survey - CDFA/USDA staff
Funding for 2009 CAPS being put together.  CDFA State Survey Coordinator is Rita Borgman.  This year, proposed focus on ACP, False Coddling Moth, Asian Gypsy Moth, Asian Long-Horned Beetle, Japanese Dodder, and Plum Pox.  This month, working on proposals for 2010.
f.  Pest Threat from Hawaiian Pests (Coast area group) -    Helene Wright, USDA
USDA is working on issues re: increased pest interceptions in shipments from Hawaii.  Hawaii officials are meeting with growers, encouraging them to keep premises clean of all pests.  In looking at specific pests, USDA cannot enforce California quarantine issues if pest is not a pest of federal concern.  Vince Guise noted that, in reviewing the list of A&Q pest interceptions, 146 such pests were intercepted coming into California from three Hawaiian shippers in the last 14 weeks.  Nick Condos stated that the Food & Agricultural Code provides authority to suspend from shipping (and/or additional restrictions) any person shipping a rated pest three times within a 12-month period.
g.   US Postal Service Inspection MOU Report - 

Richard Price, Butte
Dialogue has just begun among CDFA, CACASA, and USPS to establish a new MOU to facilitate inspections by CAC staff and detector dogs in U.S. Postal Service facilities.  Hope to have a full report by the Winter Conference.
h.   Pest Rating Regulation Committee - 


Richard Price, Butte
New rating system being prepared for posting on CDFA Website.  Chairman Price will be getting additional information out to Pest Prevention Committee.
There will be Pest Rating Committee meeting set to discuss implementation of the new policy.
i.   Training Academy Update - 



Nick Condos, CDFA
County CAC staff members are encouraged to participate in the Training Academy.  Intend to present Pest Prevention training sessions in more areas throughout state.  Academy interested in providing training to Biologists and all wanting additional training in technical skills.  Plan to schedule back-to-back days and to minimize need for overnight stays for CAC staff.
j.   CACASA Rep. on CA Invasive Species Council (Coast area group) – R. Price
Richard discussed Governor’s Initiative. The intention of the committee is set state-wide invasive species priorities and to maximize efforts to seek funding to address pest issues
It was M/S/P to:

Recommend to the Board of Directors that Greg Van Wassenhove (Santa Clara) be appointed as the CACASA representative to the California Invasive Species Advisory Work Group and that Mike Boitano (Amador) be appointed as the alternate representative.

k.   Exclusion Reporting Statistic Concerns (Coast area group) – R. Price/N. Condos
Casey Estep working on updated PDR database re: Notices of Rejection, Report 4 and Report 4A.  Developing a Web-enabled format, which will enable CACs to see all data.  Hope to have the Report 4 component ready next year.  Richard Price emphasized the potential capability for CACs to see and verify data.
Additional Agenda Items
a.  Sudden Oak Death Program Funding-Nick Condos
Advisory issued today, announcing that P-Ramorum program funding is reduced from $3.7 million to $2.1 million.  CDFA seeking ideas from all regarding means to restore funding, cut costs, etc.

Adjournment:

There being no further Committee business, Chair Price adjourned meeting at 4:48 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kurt Floren, Secretary
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