Food Safety and Ag Security Committee

Holiday Inn

300 ‘J’ Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Monday, November 6, 2006

2:00 pm to 3:30 pm

Committee Members:

Dennis Gudgel (Chairperson)                 Paul Matulich (Secretary)

Stephan Birdsall                                       Dennis Pooler

Gary Kunkel                                              Dennis Bray

Joe Moreo                                                 Christine Turner

Bob Rolan                                                 Dave Bengston

Bob Lilley

I. Meeting Called to Order @ 2:00 pm

II. Approval of Minutes from August 3, 2006:  M/S/P

III. Old Business:  (None)

IV. New Business:

(a.) Monterey & San Benito  E.coli/Spinach Update: Eric Lauritzen.

 Eric stated that this event was one of the largest he has ever seen or been involved in, it created a media frenzy, has totally shaken the produce industry and financially crippled several growers and processing companies. The outbreak has been narrowed down to four growers located in Monterey and San Benito Counties.

F.D.A. had total authority during process with H.S.A. providing health issues support, the Ag Commissioners Offices provided grower and ranch information as requested. As devastating an event as it was, it has provided several research opportunities, improved relationships with USDA, CDFA, HAS, WIFSS and the Industry.

(b.) Agency Responsibilities/Food Safety & Ag Security Events:

Dr. Jeff Farrar, DHS / Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, CDFA, DVM /  Mike Villaneva, CDFA, WIFSS.

DHS has authority in any food related event, the E.coli/Spinach event involved 204 people in 26 states and 1 person in Canada, for every illness that was reported 20 go unreported, most people feel they either have the flu or a touch of food poisoning.

September 14th was the initial illness report for products that had a production date of August 15th, trace back on issues such as these are very difficult to obtain, a better and quicker procedure for tracing harvest dates, grower locations, production and shipping dates is essential. USDA has been collecting soil, water, domestic animal feces, wildlife animal feces samples since the initial reports, and are still collecting samples. 

Trace back information was greatly improved by collection of leftover bags of spinach from consumers, which provided lot numbers and dates.

A large wild pig population is known to occur in Monterey and San Benito Counties, this has been considered a possible means of the E.coli being spread by the pigs into farming fields.

Grower awareness and best practices are important issue in eliminating the possibility of future outbreaks. Research funds are sorely needed to help improve detection in the general areas of water, manure and animals either domestic or wild.

Agency cooperation is essential in large events involving several agencies, USDA, FDA, CDFA, DHS, Environmental Health and CAC all could contribute to quick and lasting solution in many cases. Nothing will ever be 100% sure, but good farming practices, inspection, sampling and regulated enforcement would greatly improve the chances of an excellent program with consumer confidence.

(c.)   County and Regional Animal Health Issues: Dr. Dennis          Wilson and  Dr. Annette Whiteford, CDFA, DVM

Carcass disposal in large events is a very serious issue, due to the limited capacity of rendering plants, plus the fact that the Ag Code limits where carcasses can be transported too!

AI surveillance continues as a high priority issue due to the possibility of human health issues, funding, resources, trained personnel and Home Land Security Grant Money for State and Local agencies is essential in the detection and possible eradication of AI if the situation arises. Movement of fighting birds about the State and across State lines is a very serious problem that needs to be addressed.

Major events such as the E.coli on Spinach brought to light the lack of communication between agencies, the CAC should be on the first to know list because of the importance of knowing the local growers, farm locations and available support.

(d.) All-Hazards Ag Response Template Development Update:  Mark Ghilarducci,  James Lee Witt Associates

The template stresses complex events involving several agencies, ICS incorporated into proposed situation, standardized position descriptions. Cooperation and communication is essential to a successful response to a major event. 

A draft template will be available to stakeholders for input, the effort is moving in a positive direction an electronic draft will be available to committee member in 2 to 3 weeks, not specific to individual counties.   

Respectfully submitted

Paul J. Matulich 

Secretary                                             
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