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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MINUTES
Thursday, November 9, 2006

3:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza

300 J Street 

Sacramento, CA

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Officers:




Directors:





Jerry Prieto, President


Dave Bengston
Mark Lockhart
Earl McPhail, President Elect


Gary Caseri

Bill Stephans
Tim Niswander, V. P. Agriculture

Dave Whitmer

Greg Van Wassenhove
Jim Delperdang, V. P. Wts & Measures
Gary Kunkel

Dennis Gudgel
Ed Meyer, Executive Secretary

Bob Lilley

Kurt Floren
Mark Quisenberry, Past President


I. Call to Order – Jerry Prieto, President
a. President Prieto congratulated Ken Corbishley on his appointment as Santa Cruz County Agricultural Commissioner / Sealer effective November 7.
II. Old Business
a. Conference Planning Update – Earl McPhail discussed the schedule for next year’s meetings. 

· Feb 7 & 8, 2007 Winter Interim at CDFA, Sacramento

· May 14 – 18, 2007 Spring Conference at the Piccadilly Inn, University in Fresno.

· June 7 & 8, 2007 Leadership Meeting, Oxnard

·  August 8 & 9, 2007 Summer Interim at CDFA, Sacramento

Concern was expressed about scheduling the Winter Meeting during election week. Ed Meyer agreed to poll the Association in order to get an idea of preferred meeting dates for the 2007 Winter Meeting.  A date and location will be worked on after that poll is completed.
Concern was also expressed over selecting conference dates that require having Mothers day as a travel day. Unfortunately the week of May 14 was the only week we could find facilities but an effort will be made to avoid the conflict in the future. Planning conferences and locking in hotels further in advance will help address this problem. 
The Spring Conference in 2008 will be in Monterey. Eric Lauritzen is currently finalizing plans with the Carmel Mission Inn.
b. Long Range Planning Report – Earl McPhail discussed the committee recommendation that the Association send a representative to each State Ag Board Meeting. Specifically they suggested that one of the following be present at the meetings: President, President Elect, Dean, Chair of Legislation or Sacramento County Agricultural Commissioner.

The Long Range Planning Committee focused on the issues of succession planning, the exam system, regionalization and erosion of the County Agricultural Commissioner system. They also recommended that the Association arrange more professional training during its conferences.

c. Audit Report – Mary Pfeiffer briefly discussed the audit report that was presented to the Finance Committee: It was M/S/C to accept the Audit Report.

d. IMPAC Report – Tim Niswander reported that IMPAC met after the Board of Directors meeting at the August Interim. The meeting focused on how we can make better use of resources and reduce duplication of effort. The committee agreed to review the reporting systems that are already available and see it there was any way to promote more uniformity in styles of reporting systems. Part of the review will be to look for a standard type of software that can integrated to reporting systems.  
The Committee decided to have a meeting at the computer user conference in Lake County.  The meeting was held on Friday, October 27 after the conference concluded. It provided an opportunity for conference organizers to review future conference needs with the committee and allowed continued discussion on ways to promote uniform reporting systems. 
III. New Business

a.
Committee Reports – Consent Agenda

a. Food Safety – Ag Security
i. No Action Items
b. Bio Control/IPM
i.     Moved to Consent Items Removed for Discussion - Item c. a.

c. Weed & Vertebrate
i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA send a letter to Dr. Breitmeyer requesting discussions with the Department to provide funding for wildlife services.

ii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that discussions involving Pest Prevention legislative funding strategies and priorities include a focus on County Ag Commissioner Invasive and Noxious Weed Programs.
d. Nursery, Seed & Apiary
i. No Action Items

e. Pest Prevention
i. M/S/C to recommend that the Board of Directors support the proposed pest plant ratings of “B” for Small Hive Beetle, Switchgrass, and Bidibid (Piripiri) set forth in Pest Rating Advisory No. 5-2006.
ii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA reconfirm to USDA its opposition to allowance of citrus shipments from Florida unless there exist determinations, assurances, and scientific proof of citrus canker-free areas in Florida.
iii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA support CDFA’s production and presentation of an updated Pest Eradication Protocol Manual and standardized pest response training workshops.

f. Finance
i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that we seek options for professional oversight sources for review of the Association’s financial accounting.
ii. M/S/C to Recommend the Board of Directors approve the FY 2006/2007 budget as amended.
iii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA requests CDFA to identify any and all sources of federal funds included in any of our standard state agreements, and information on where restrictions on the use of those funds can be located, along with any specific reporting requirements or parameters on the use of those funds.
iv. M/S/C to recommend the President of the Association to write a letter to Secretary Kawamura, asking the Secretary to assure that all of our CDFA contracts are processed and paid in a timely manner.

g. Pesticide Regulatory Affairs
i. Moved to Consent Items Removed for Discussion – Item c. b.

ii. M/S/C To refer the $55,000 designation for Hearing Officer training to the mill disbursement subcommittee for review and discussion with DPR.

iii. M/S/C To recommend that CACASA request DPR raise the reimbursement rate for pesticide data input to $.50 / line. This rate would continue to include lines submitted electronically.

h. Natural Resources Protection
i. No Action Items

i. Standardization & Statistics

i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA work together with CDFA to evaluate and develop Organic Registration and registration amendment procedures to address matters of concern regarding growing grounds in Secondary Counties and lack of notification to or registration with the Agricultural Commissioners of those counties.

ii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA form a Task Force comprised of members of the Standardization & Statistics Committee from each area group to evaluate and update the Agricultural Crop & Livestock Disaster Loss Report Form and develop guidelines for incorporation into the Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Handbook.

j. Personnel Standards

i. No Action Items

k. Laws and Regulations

i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to utilize “Rite Aid” funds to reimburse counties for verifiable expenses related to price verification training at the recent Western Weights & Measures Association conference, under the same parameters as previous reimbursements.
ii. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors to inform DMS of the necessity to amend the on-line reporting program to allow time to be entered in 0.1 hour increments. 

l. Specifications and Tolerances

i. No Action Items

m. Legislation

i. Action Items to be considered under Committee Items for Discussion: (d. a.) 

b. Approval of Committee Consent Items

c. Consent Items Removed for Discussion

a. Biological Control/IPM - Item b. i.
M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors support the 2007 Biological Control Field Conference by providing funding to cover up front costs, with reimbursement back to CACASA when up front costs are recovered.

Discussion was held over the disposition of funds returning to the Association if more than up front costs were recovered.  M/S/C that funds returning to CACASA from the Biological Control Field Conference would go back to the General Fund.

b. Pesticide Regulatory Affairs - Item g. i. 
M/S/C To accept the report of the mill disbursement subcommittee and refer to the Board of Directors with a recommendation to support those projects tentatively approved by the subcommittee.  

Discussion was held that we should take another look at the guidelines and consider whether they should be adjusted to support more enforcement action rather than outreach. A request was made for CAC to get back to Frank Carl and Jerry Howard with suggestions

d. Committee Items for Discussion
· Pest Prevention 

i. M/S/C to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA approve and enter into the proposed Memorandum of Understanding between CACASA, CDFA, and USDA-APHIS
Plant Protection & Quarantine Service regarding Phytosanitary export certification and expansion of the system of Federal plant export certificate issuance to cover containerized and door-to-door shipments intended for export.  Suggested change to refer to “state” commissioner. M/S/C with suggested change.
IV
Additional Agenda Items
a. Community Guide- Paul Gosselin has been working to get “lay person” information out about DPR/CAC and how the system works. He is now at a point where it will be shared with us for review. Before he works on it any further he would like to have a subcommittee meet with DPR and make sure that the Association is comfortable with the document. The document has already had some review by some members of PRAC. Jerry Howard will put together a committee to work in more detail with DPR.
b. ERP impact- A power point has been developed that Jerry Prieto has used to inform industry about the impacts of the ERP. Jerry will send a copy out to the CAC via email. 

c. The California Farm Bureau is willing to use their film studio and film crew to help offset the cost of producing a film that shows what the CAC do. Are we interested in a collaborative effort with the Farm Bureau to fund such a film? DPR is willing to put up 1/3 of the costs. CDFA will consider helping to fund the film. M/S/C Continue to pursue funding to help offset the cost of producing the film.

 We want to thank DPR & CDFA for their help in funding the film.
V. Executive Session 

a. Hospitality-  Action Item: M/S/C to assess a personal assessment to members of $10 for funding any alcohol purchased for hospitality. 
b. WIFS Letter- Executive Director will review
c. Commissioners Handbook – Committee Chairs please review the MOU’s in the Commissioner’s Handbook to insure they are still appropriate and up to date.
d. Executive Directors Report- Dan Webb reviewed his activities and potential legislation. 
VI. Adjourn: 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Executive Secretary
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