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Executive Session 
MINUTES
Monday, November 6 2006

3:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza

300 J Street 

Sacramento, CA

I. Legislative Concepts for 2007/2008 Cooperative Efforts - All
a. State Level Issues such as Unrefunded Gas Tax Language Revision, Weed Program Funding and Pest Prevention Funding

b. Federal Level Issues such as California Focus for the Farm Bill, Pest Prevention Funding and Specialty Crop Initiatives 

II. Budget Development Concepts for 2007/08 Cooperative Efforts - All
Tours of different types of operations such as a Mediterranean fruit fly sterile release rearing facility and the Diaprepes eradication project will be set up for legislators and managers at CDFA so that the issues are better understood. CDFA is facing a $6.5 million budget deficit. Priorities this year in Exclusion / Detection / Eradication.
III. Preservation and Strengthening of the County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights and Measures Position and Role within County Governments - All
IV. Food Safety Issues Related to E. Coli Contaminations of Food Products - CDFA
-Food Safety Group in Seattle is working on spinach and leafy greens best practices
-A marketing agreement at the Packing and Shipping level is expected by mid-January.


-It will be voluntary

-The marketing order will require an industry vote. 

-More than likely good food safety practices will be established at the grower    level and will require audits possibly by CDFA or County personnel.

-A Trademark Seal of Certification my be developed. Retailers want government involvement in records and field certification. This would require training by USDA

V. Implementation of the Enforcement Response Policy and Proposed Regulations - DPR
The policy is in OAL and is expected to be out by the end of November.
VI. Posting of County Workplans and Evaluations on the Internet - DPR
To be discussed later in the week.
VII. Potential for Restricted Materials Permit Support - DPR
To be discussed later in the week
VIII. General Discussion on Communications - All 

To be discussed later in the week.
IX. New Energy Economy Discussion – CDFA 

To be discussed later in the week

X. Fair Board Member Nominations - CDFA
There are many openings on the Fair Boards – CDFA would like assistance from the County Ag Commissioners in getting qualified people to apply. 
Respectfully submitted,
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Executive Secretary
My Thanks to Earl McPhail for taking notes in my absence.
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