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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS and SEALERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

November 9, 2006

Winter Conference

 Holiday Inn, Sacramento

Committee Members

Frank Carl, Chair.



Scott Hudson


Bill Stephans
Dave Whitmer, Vice Chair.


Richard Price


Jerry Prieto

Rick LeFeuvre, Secretary


Dave Bengston


Bob Rolan

Tim Niswander, Ex Officio


Eric Lauritzen


Mark Lockhart

Jim Delperdang, Ex Officio


Greg Van Wassenhove

Mary Pfeiffer
Kurt Floren




Jerry Howard



Legislative Advocates: Bill Siverling/Matt Siverling

I. Call to Order









The meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Greg Van Wassenhove at 2:05 pm.

II. Approval of CACASA Legislative Committee Minutes from August 3, 2006
The minutes of August 3, 2006 were approved as written.

III. Old Business   

a. Report on 2006 Session 

Bill Siverling and Matt Siverling gave a comprehensive discussion of the Final 2006 Legislative Activity Report to CACASA.  The full report is included as an attachment.

b. Federal Legislation HR 4049 Update
Greg Van Wassenhove gave the following report:  
1. HR 4049 did not receive a hearing in congress.  

2. Greg and Secretary Kawamura received good feedback in a presentation to the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA).  

3. It is possible that HR Member Costa will take the lead on this bill.  

4. Upcoming letter by Secretary Kawamura to state agricultural directors encouraging them to contact their federal legislators to support HR 4049.

c.   Plans for Federal Funding Effort in FY 2006/07
1.   Greg Van Wassenhove is monitoring the USDA budget regarding $650,000 for inspection of imported products.  

2.   In February 2007 CACASA representatives will be going to Washington DC to discuss issues with elected officials, including Eric Lauritzen, Greg Van Wassenhove, Mary Pfeiffer, Richard Price, Kurt Floren, Bob Lilley, Earl McPhail, with several others pending.  Major issues to be discussed include weed management areas, high risk pest prevention, pest detection, wildlife services funding, E. coli, Pierce’s Disease, SOD, fire ant, and animal damage control.
d.   Recognition of Assemblyman Ira Ruskin

This morning, on behalf of CACASA, President Jerry Prieto recognized Assembly Member Ira Ruskin for his dedication and expertise in legislative and budget issues affecting the regulatory enforcement programs administered by the members of the California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association.

e.   Weed Program Funding Legislation
Mary Pfeiffer reported that the Codgill bill may resurface.  Additional support may be sought for weed program funding.
f.   Contract with Bill Siverling

The Legislative Committee met and will be recommending to the Board of Directors that the contract with Bill Siverling be renewed.
IV. New Business

a. Status of Agricultural Commissioner
Nothing to report during this meeting.

b. Licensing Qualification
Nothing to report during this meeting.

V. Sponsored Legislation
a. Resurrection of AB 1059 (Matthews) - Adjustment of FAC 224 (c).  

This item will be discussed later in executive session.
b. High Risk Pest Exclusion Funding.    
Greg Van Wassenhove reported that this issue is a top priority of Assembly Member Ruskin.  It appears that the best pathway is the budget approach.

c. Structural Fumigation Bill
Greg Van Wassenhove encouraged each county to work through their own separate district of the Pest Control Operators of California to become part of the structural fumigation bill.  This is consistent with the decision made by the statewide PCOC Board of Directors for each PCOC district to work with their own County Agricultural Commissioner.
VI. Additional Items
a.   Certified Farmers Markets – Revision of County Agricultural Commissioner Fees

Kurt Floren reported that $60 per hour does not recover all costs and results in a partial subsidy to the program.  The Chair recommended initial discussions with CDFA and farmers market representatives to discuss possible support. Kurt was appointed to chair a sub-committee to study this issue.
b.   CDFA and DPR Legislative Updates

Eric Stein and Chris Reardon stated their continued commitment to work with members of CACASA and the state legislature on legislative bills of mutual interest.
c.   Washington DC Visit – High Risk Pest Exclusion
Greg Van Wassenhove gave a PowerPoint presentation on the high risk pest exclusion issues that were presented to federal elected officials and appointed officials in Washington DC.
VII. The meeting adjourned at 3:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Le Feuvre

Legislative Committee Secretary
Attachment - Final 2006 Legislative Activity Report to CACASA
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