CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS & SEALERS

 ASSOCIATION

WINTER CONFERENCE
WEED AND VERTEBRATE COMMITTEE

MINUTES
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2006  

9:45 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

John Q’s Ballroom

 Holiday Inn Sacramento Capitol Plaza
Sacramento, California  
Committee Members:
George Milovich, Chair

Karl Bishop


Bill Gillette



Gary Caseri, Secretary

David Robinson

Joe Moreo

Mike Boitano



Dave Whitmer


John Synder

Dennis Bray



Cathi Boze




I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Weed and Vertebrate Chair, George Milovich, at 9:44 a.m. 

II. Approval of the Minutes for August 3, 2006.

II. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of August 3, 2006.
III. Old Business

a&b.
WMA/Weed Program Funding – Milovich, Bob Dowell, CDFA
Chair Milovich reported that while AB 2479 had not passed the legislature had decided to augment the Departments budget with that amount in order to fund the weed programs, however, the Governor elected to remove $1 million leaving only $1.5 million in funds. 

Bob Dowell reported that they had received $3.3 million in requests from 40 RFP’s out of 54 counties and/or WMA’s.   The available funding for proposals is $1 million 50 thousand after the Departments removal of $450 thousand which is $150 thousand for administrative costs, includes staff salaries; $150 thousand for research projects; and $150 thousand for the Departments “core” program.          

  
A rating committee comprised of a representatives from  the Cattleman’s, Farm Bureau, F&G, DPR, CACASA, RCD’s, UC Extension, RMEF, CALIWAC, CalEPPC and others has met, reviewed and scored the RFP’s.  From there CDFA staff will review the scoring and prepare a decision making document for recommendation and discussion at the Administrative level.  The Department will then notify everyone of what RFP’s were awarded contracts.  There was discussion on the possibility of getting back to funding basic A and B rated weed programs and contracting with counties as in year’s past. The Department will be getting together towards the end of this year to discuss the core aspect of the weed program, its needs in general, where it’s come from and where it’s needs to go, and possible changes.  Various Commissioners have expressed an interest in discussing the issue with the Department and plans are to meet with Commissioners after the first of the year.  The focus with this current funding was to provide enough funds to programs/RFP’s and projects to get the job done fully as opposed to giving everyone partial funding.  Funding will be allocated on a calendar or biological year rather than a fiscal year.       

Director John Connell commented that the Department supports coordinated efforts with CACASA and others to garner additional funding for future program development and trying to restore a Pest Protection plan however the climate for current funding is difficult and will not happen overnight, certainly not this year. A BCP for this year is simply not doable.       
c. Wildlife Services Report – Craig Coolahan, Director of Wildlife Services
Craig reported the Federal budget is not encouraging  and the majority of any increase will be for AI surveillance.  The House cut is approximately $4.65 million and the Senate proposes to cut $2.8 million.  USDA and the States are being asked to consider and look at a 15% cut.  Two options to be considered similar to when CDFA pulled out of the program is to look to the counties for more funds or again cutting positions.  Position cuts would amount to approximately 8 full-time.  Consequently since such cuts would be on a seniority basis and currently many less senior individuals are working on 100% funded projects, this would requiring quite a shake-up in work assignments.        
Wildlife Services (WS) is continuing to discuss a working relationship with Fish and Game regarding lion investigations as well as ongoing waterfowl sampling for AI work.  3,000 samples have been taken to date, however, the federal contract ends this December.  

The Assistant State Director position was advertised internally however nobody was selected so Craig ended up hiring from the outside.  The new person is Dennis Orthmeyer.  Mr. Orthmeyer has experience with the Department of Interior and Wildlife Research.  

The new “tethering bill” may cause problems with some of the services employees who handle hounds, the bill came as somewhat as a surprise.  And those who have some experience with problems associated with Canada geese realize they have become quite a problem in the west.  Several years ago USF&W looked into depredation orders that apply here in California.  One is for airports to allow for destruction of nests and eggs and the others allow for public entities and private individuals to destroy nests and eggs due to public health reasons and property damage.  California Fish and Game is currently looking into the legality of destroying birds and potential conflicts with the depredation orders and State law.  Currently some local public health officials have refused to recognize this as a threat to public health.  
Wildlife Services was involved in the E-coli issue and has worked with the Health Department and FDA in trapping wild pigs.  Craig stated that currently there are no federal funds for a wild pig program and comments were made suggesting CDFA should consider this issue as another important reason to re-enter and support the WS program in California.  
It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA send a letter to Dr. Breitmeyer requesting discussions with the Department to provide funding for Wildlife Services.    
It was also suggested to re-convene the Wildlife Services Subcommittee in order to further discuss this issue.

d. Assembly Bill 87 – Milovich, Duane Schnabel, CDFA
See the Department and Duane’s November 7, 2006, Vertebrate Pest Control Report.

e. CALIWAC Update – Steve Schoenig, CDFA, Doug Johnson, Cal-IPC

CALIWAC is a coalition of private groups and Doug is with the California Invasive Plant Council who contributes to the coalition.  The Farm Bureau Federation, RCRC, the California Native Plant Society and California Cattleman’s have been the most active along with regular participation from CACASA.  The three main activity areas are Public Awareness such as promoting Invasive Weed Week, policy issues such as working with CDFA and others to develop the State Weed Plan and of course being an advocate for on the ground weed control and funding both at the State and Federal level.  Involvement in weed funding included working with State Assemblyman Dave Cogdill and AB 2479.  Everyone’s support was much appreciated including the northern counties weed tour where upper CDFA management was involved.  The goals for the upcoming year include participating in the new funded program and looking into restoring the other $1 million in weed funding.  There appears to be an opportunity to get the Secretary on-board with increased awareness of our weed programs and perhaps other important programs.  CALIWAC looks forward to working with the Department and CAC’s to further such goals.  The next CALIWAC meeting is December 4th at the Sacramento RCRC and March 14th is Invasive Weed Day/Week at the Capitol.  

There was considerable discussion regarding pest prevention program priorities and that some smaller rural counties are at times frustrated and somewhat ignored. Pest prevention encompasses an entire program and there are competing interests and limited amounts of resources and funding, however, it was suggested that CACASA further work with the Department to list or discuss those priorities.

It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that discussions involving Pest Prevention Legislative Funding Strategies and Priorities include a focus on CAC Invasive and Noxious Weed Programs. 
Steve Schoenig discussed the Forest Service and their issue of noxious weed control which is complicated by their inability to get through the environmental review process.  The Forest Service maintains 20% of the land area in California yet has very limited funding at approximately $50,000.  Efforts continue in working with the Forest Service towards a categorical exemption along with efforts to work with the House Resource Committee or other Congressmen to seek help through legislation.  Secretary Kawamura has a strong interest in this area.  

Recent authorization of Federal Weed Management Area funding through APHIS has allocated $90 million dollars at approximately $15 million per year, however, it the process of how to distribute the funds has yet to be decided.
f. Japanese Dodder – Bob Dowell, CDFA

The Department is preparing an emergency fund proposal for November 17th and the Department believes there is a good chance for eradication. Part of the program is to include a large outreach effort.   
IV. New Business

IV. Caltrans Landscape Program – Jennifer Gillies, Caltrans
Jennifer discussed partnering efforts and the priority in working with WMA’s and mutual goals in controlling noxious weeds. Those interested in contacting the Caltrans landscape specialists and maintenance folks can go to the Web site at www.dot.ca.gov/hq/maint/  The folks are the key contacts at Caltrans.  Jennifer’s contact information is 916-653-6976 or you may contact Linda Hamel, Program Administrator at 916-6547078.

VI. Adjournment

There being no further business the Committee adjourned at 11:54.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Caseri, Secretary 

