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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS and SEALERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Winter Conference
Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza
300 J Street, Sacramento
December 6, 2007

Committee Members Present
Frank Carl, Chair.



Bill Stephans


Jerry Prieto, Jr.
Dave Whitmer, Vice Chair.


Richard Price


Bob Rolan
Rick LeFeuvre, Secretary


Dave Bengston


Mark Lockhart
Scott Hudson, Ex Officio


Eric Lauritzen


Mary Pfeiffer
Greg Van Wassenhove

                        Kurt Floren
                        Jerry Howard


Guest: Cathy Neveille for Bob Atkins

Legislative Advocates: Bill Siverling/Matt Siverling

I. Call to Order


The meeting was called to order by Chair Frank Carl at 1:03 pm.

II. Approval of CACASA Legislative Committee Minutes from August 9, 2007
The minutes of August 9, 2007 were approved as written.

III. Unfinished Business     

a. Federal Legislation HR 667/HR 2419 (Farm Bill) Update
Tim Cansler gave a presentation on his experiences this week accompanying Sacramento, Yolo, Contra Costa and Solano County Agricultural Biologists who were performing regulatory activities that included pest detection and pest exclusion.  Tim stated that he is planning to talk with the Offices of U.S. Senators Feinstein and Boxer in seeking federal help for these county programs.  Regarding the Farm Bill, Tim intends to utilize Pest Exclusion rejection data to demonstrate the need for this funding.
b. Annual Legislative Update 
Bill Siverling gave his report and stated that there are a multitude of issues for the State Legislature that include the Delta, comprehensive infrastructure needs, health insurance issues, term limits, etc.  The state budget is experiencing a possible $9.8 Billion deficit and the Legislative Analyst’s Office has proposed that the Legislature consider shifting programs from general fund to special fund and eliminate tax credits.  All state agencies have been directed to identify a ten percent reduction in appropriations for FY 2008-09.  High Risk Pest Exclusion increased for FY 2007-08 and recent increases in funding are being scrutinized by the Department of Finance for possible reduction to pre-existing levels.  
Matt Siverling gave a comprehensive summary of chaptered state bills that was previously distributed to all counties.  Many meetings that were held in 2007 with state legislators were then helpful with corresponding legislative efforts.  The chaptering of AB 126 regarding structural fumigation could be a template for future efforts to include other counties under the fee authority.  Upcoming legislative issues include leafy green vegetables, rural crime bills, and scrap metal. 
IV. New Business
a. Committee Appointments

The Chair stated that current vacancies on the Legislative Committee can be filled (South – one vacancy and San Joaquin Valley – one vacancy).

b. CDPR Legislative proposals for 2008

Chris Reardon stated that pesticide container recycling will be a top priority for DPR in 2008.  Other issues include: 1) Mill assessment reporting by industry and 2) Worker, health, and safety.  Two-year bills include:  1) AB 515 (Lieber) Occupational safety and health. 2) AB 1530 (Lieber) Pesticide poisoning and 3) AB 1604 (Caballero) Pesticides- fumigant alternatives.
c. CDFA Legislative proposal for 2008

Frank Carl and Dan Webb will be meeting with Eric Stein to discuss upcoming issues for 2008.
d. Humane Society Initiative
Debbie Murdock representing the egg industry gave a presentation regarding the impact of the Humane Society Initiative on the California egg industry:  1) Applies to caged hens, 2) California egg production would be driven from the state, 3) Eggs would then come from out-of-state, and 4) The egg industry has approached the media to arrange tours of egg production facilities.  This initiative has not yet qualified to be on the ballot as an initiative.
e. Sunset of Point of Sale (B&P Code Section 13350)
B&P Code Section 13350 will sunset in January 2009.  The Chair has approached the California Retailers Association and the California Grocers Association regarding the sunset.  These industry associations requested that CACASA sponsor legislation to resolve the sunset.  One pending issue for the County Sealers is the current sampling procedures. A smaller sample size may be beneficial for inspection of small businesses or those with limited inventory. Placing the procedure in regulation rather than in the B&P Code would also be appropriate if the industry is agreeable with that change.
It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that CACASA sponsor state legislation regarding price scanner sunset issues related to Business and Professions Code Section 13350.
V. Additional Agenda Items
a.  Horse Industry
Bob Fox gave a presentation discussing equine issues in California.  The horse industry met with Secretary Kawamura to discuss issues related to economics and the Farm Bill.  
Louie Brown, Kahn Soares and Conway, representing the California Authority of Racing Fairs stated that they are seeking to work with CACASA and CDFA.  They have already been involved with the State Board of Food and Agriculture to adopt a Resolution regarding current horse issues.  They are seeking to create a working group to address the following:  Williamson Act, funding issues, equine diseases, animal identification, Humane Society issues, economic contribution to the California economy, and the inclusion of horse in agricultural statistics.
b.   Seed Law Sunset
The Chair will telephone Tad Bell.  This is a two-year bill:  AB 856 (Parra) Seed inspection funding. Status: Senate Inactive File (7-9-07).
VI. The meeting adjourned at 2:46 pm after a brief recess.

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Le Feuvre

Legislative Committee Secretary

