Attachment B

Minimum Qualification for County Agricultural Biologist/Inspector Exam

Scott Paulsen’s proposal to the Coast Area Group would provide an avenue for Weights and Measures inspectors who possess a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited four-year college (presumably in any discipline since none are specified) an opportunity to qualify for the Agricultural Biologist Exams provided that they hold a valid County Weights and Measures Inspector license and are currently employed as a county weights and measures inspector.  According to Scott’s memo to the Coast Area Group, this would be accomplished by amending section 105 Title 3, CCR.

In reviewing Food and Ag Code section 2106 and B & P Code section 12203, it is unclear to me if the CCR could be amended without first amending the controlling statutes.  Let’s assume for the sake of discussion that a statutory amendment is not necessary.  Close examination of the proposal would appear to only reward those who have hired staff who are not qualified to perform all aspects of the work of a department with the responsibility to perform all aspects of a combined Department (or in too many cases, a division) of Agriculture and Weights & Measures.  Based on that premise our area group has opposed numerous attempts to allow unqualified staff to sit for Agricultural Biologist Exams in the past and if this proposal were to move forward in its present form, it would be my recommendation that we oppose the current proposal as well.
With that said, it is all evident that the candidate pool for qualified individuals has shrunk to dangerously low levels and something must be done to improve our numbers.  CCR section 108 already presumes that anyone who is qualified to be a County Agricultural Biologist is qualified to sit for the County Weights & Measures license exams, why is it that the reverse is not true?  I believe that answer to that question and the root of the long standing debate over this issue is that there are simply too many ways to become qualified for eligibility to become a licensed Weight & Measures Inspector.  I propose that instead of opposing Scott’s proposal that we offer a counter proposal and in the process, perhaps put this issue to rest once and for all:
Request that the Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture amend Title 3, CCR sections 105 and 108 as follows:
S 105. Minimum Qualifications- County Agricultural Inspector/ Biologist:
The following are the minimum qualifications for admission to the licensing examination for County Agricultural Inspector/Biologist:

Either I

Possession of one or more valid statewide specific category licenses as a County Inspector/Biologist or County Weights and Measures Inspector;
Or II

Education:

(No change to current wording).

S 108. Minimum Qualifications- County Weights and Measures Inspector:

The following are the minimum qualifications for admission to the licensing examination for County Weights and Measures Inspector:

Either I

Possession of one or more valid statewide specific category licenses as a County Weights and Measures Inspector or County Agricultural Biologist. and permanently employed as a County Weights and Measures Inspector or County Agricultural Inspector Biologist.
Or II

Education:

(1)Equivalent to graduation from college with major work in chemistry, physics, mathematics, engineering or other job related majors such as law enforcement commerce and marketing.  Possession of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited four-year college with specialization in one or more appropriate disciplines in physical sciences, mathematics, engineering, law enforcement, commerce or marketing as determined by the Secretary.  (Registration in a recognized college as a senior majoring in one or more fields will admit applicants to the examination but a certificate license will not be issued until graduation).
The scope of the examination may include the following:

(No Change in current wording).

Or

(2) Eliminate.
Or III
(1) Eliminate.

(2) Eliminate.

If it is true that an agricultural biologist can be trained to be an effective weights and measures inspector, the reverse should also be true.  It will probably be argued that we need our Agricultural Biologists to have a background in agricultural sciences, but if that is true, why then does no one argue that effective Weights and Measures Inspectors need to have a background in physical sciences?  This proposal would provide individuals with minimum qualifications in either discipline with equal opportunity to become licensed in both disciplines.  It provides equal career ladders to any licensed individual currently in the system and has the potential to significantly increase our overall candidate pool with educated and talented people while eliminating the double standard that was created many years ago to accommodate the now defunct A.A. Degree in Weights and Measures from Yuba College.  We must remember that possession of a degree or license does not prohibit us from rejecting candidates that do not possess those qualifications we are looking for during the selection process at the county level.  This change could however, give us significantly more options from which to choose during that process.

