Attachment E

Agriculture and Weights & Measures 
Licensing/Examination Fees

Issue:
Currently, license exams are being offered twice a year for agriculture and weights and measures positions. There is a desire to have more frequent examinations, but the cost of carrying out those exams has resulted in no increase in exam frequency. There is also a desire to increase the availability of exams for Deputy and Commissioner/Sealer positions. This has been partially mitigated by the inclusion of an extra written exam in the fall, but no adjustment to the availability of oral examinations.

Current Fees:

Ag Biologist/Weights and Measures 1st exam
$  75.00









2 exams
$150.00









3 exams
$225.00  




Deputy and Commissioner/Sealer
1 exam

$  75.00









2 exam

$150.00




5 year Renewal Fees




$ 00.00

Total revenue anticipated at current rates 

$79,800
Under this system, the most junior employees are financing the entire examination process. Once you have passed your license exams there is no further obligation to support the exam unit, even though there is a renewal requirement. In addition, the number of staff taking multiple exams was somewhat reduced when the fees went to $75 for each exam. Some employees are reluctant to risk taking more than one exam when $75 is at stake if they fail.
If a progressive fee structure including renewal fees were incorporated, more senior inspectors, deputies and commissioner/sealers would continue to support the system.

A progressive fee structure might look more like this:

Ag Biologist/Weights and Measures 1st exam
$  75.00









2 exams
$115.00









3 exams
$155.00 

Deputy Commissioner/Sealer

1 exam

$100.00









2 exam

$200.00




Commissioner/Sealer


1 exam

$100.00









2 exam

$200.00




Renewal Ag bio/wts & Meas



$10.00/lic category




Deputy Comm/Sealer



$100.00/lic




Commissioner/Sealer



$200.00/lic

The Deputy/Commissioner-Sealer would not have to renew their lower licenses once the Deputy level was achieved.
Potential revenue that could be expected from this kind of a fee set up based on existing licensees and recent exam applications would be:

Applications for biologist/weights and measures exams  (Approximately 900/year)

First Exams @ $75

$57,000 annually

Extra Exams @ $40 ea 
$  5,600 annually

Deputy Exams


$  9,000 annually  (last year 90 exams)

Commissioner/Sealer

$  3,300 annually  ( last year 33 exams)

Renewal 


151 Commissioners




154 Sealers





378 Deputy Ag





284 Deputy Sealer





1020 Ag/Wts & Measures level only

Bio/Wts & Meas

$10,000 annually at an average of $50/renewal each five years

Deputy



$13,300 annually 100/lic each five years

Ag Comm/Sealer

$12,200 annually based on 200/lic each five years

Total estimated revenue under proposed fee schedule $110,400
Of this, approximately $30,600 is new revenue and impact on entry level staff is reduced by $4,900
