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I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 by Chairman Dennis Gudgel

II. MINUTES 

M/S/A - Spring Conference, Fresno, CA held May 14, 2007 
Chairman Gudgel gave an update on the Committee recommendations from the last session.  All of them have been followed through on.  The All Hazards Food and Agriculture Response template was submitted to the Office of Emergency Services and was found to be compliant with the SIMS/NIMS review board; a copy was also sent to CDFA for their review and acknowledgement and a meeting was held with the Undersecretary at CDFA & Homeland Security.  The committee is now looking for funding for CAC’s to hire a facilitator to turn the template into a plan.
III. PRESENTATIONS
a. Center for Produce Safety – Dr. Devon Zagory, Interim Executive Director at UC Davis.  
This is a new Center at UC Davis, a sister organization to WIFSS, to protect fresh produce from food pathogen outbreaks.  One seminar has already been held in Salinas with members from industry on leafy green vegetables and best management practices which is hopefully the first in a series.  Four specific areas were looked at: good agricultural training practices, sanitation of irrigation water, sanitation of process water, and microbiological testing.  An executive committee was formed and a strategic plan is being implemented.  Information is being compiled from all over the world on research that has already been done and is being placed on a central website for public use.  New research will also be facilitated.  E.coli and other pathogens have become a recent concern and in some cases a requirement of the Leafy Green Marketing Agreement.
The Center’s goal is to take science and put it in a form usable by industry; not just for the leafy green industry or California, but also for fresh produce on a national and possibly even larger scale.  CAC’s are key players in this in their knowledge of their local infrastructure and ability to help with outreach.
Jerry Prieto expressed a concern that the CAC’s were not initially involved in the formation of the Center’s goals or asked about industries needs.  He also noted that international competition has a direct effect to industry and that rules are most often driven by market/price not food safety.

Greg Van Wassenhove had questions about irrigation methods research and what areas of contamination are going to be examined.  Dr. Zagory stated that overhead and drip irrigation research is possible.  At this time the Center is going to concentrate its efforts on microbiological pathogens but may be able to look at other contaminates such as perchlorate in the future.
b. Leafy Green Initiative Update:  Barbara Cassens, FDA & Dr. Jeff Farrar, CDPH 

There have been no outbreaks thus far in 2007; in 2006 there were 24 outbreaks related to raw leafy greens (mainly from the Salinas area).  Last year an information survey was conducted that looked for trends and intervention possibilities.  During the spinach outbreak investigation, FDA/CDPH was able to match samples from the contaminated spinach to environmental samples taken from sediments found in standing water near fields.  These sediments contained cattle and feral pig feces.  No definite prevention solution was found but it did document a link between contaminated product and the fields.  The same was true for the Taco Bell & Taco John incidents which involved irrigation water in San Benito.  
FDA/CDPH decided to focus on two counties with big outbreak incidents to get better answers on how contamination occurs and identify ways to minimize and prevent it.  Meetings were held with FDA/CDPH and the local growers prior to surveying the county. Barbara shared this information with CACASA to show the CAC’s what information is being gathered and what is being done with it.
In San Benito County, FDA/CDPH was able to look at 8 different fields.  The growers surveyed have a heightened awareness and application of good agricultural practices. There has been an increase in well water testing, environmental assessments are being conducted before planting, fields are monitored for animal intrusion, ready to eat products are being grown in fields far from suspect areas and appropriate, rapid action is being taken when needed.  Specific concerns in these areas were the proximity of grazing areas near fields; the hill areas were mainly dry but there are some marshy areas that attract animals.  Due to the current dry spell animals are looking for water and moving closer to fields.  There was some pooling of irrigation water in field areas and animal tracks were found at these sites.  Homes with domestic animals and portable toilets were found located in close proximity to some fields, and could be possible vectors.  Old or abandoned wells that need maintenance could also become a problem.
In Kern County assessments were done on 10 fields. Observations included livestock feeding operations in close proximity to leafy green growing grounds; water run-off and ground water/lagoon water contamination; animal tracks found in fields; and cross connection between wells and turn outs.
What are the next steps?  How do we prevent future outbreaks?  These are questions to look at and how FDA, CDPH & CAC can work together.

Jeff Farrar discussed the continuance of the Leafy Green Marketing Order and the FDA/CDPH surveys.  CDPH has heard the feedback from CAC’s concerning the lack of communication during the previous outbreaks and will strive to keep improving that during the coming year.  
Dennis Gudgel commented that E.coli, not pesticides, was the problem in his county.  This was mainly from human sources, not animals, and that in the trace backs that were done it was traced back to storm drains and RV type/septic disposal.  It’s good to remember that it’s not always agriculture that causes the problem but that problems follow where people are.  Dennis also explained briefly the All Hazards template that is being worked on and that CACASA is looking forward to building relationships now so that we’re prepared when an emergency happens.
Eric Lauritzen commented that communication has improved but that while investigations are going on there may be sensitive/confidential information that shouldn’t/couldn’t be shared and we need to respect that.  Barbara concurred with this.
Bob Lilley and Dennis Gudgel asked for a brief explanation of the organization at the federal level.   Barbara explained that the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is part of HHS (Human Health Services).  They report to the Office of Regulatory Affairs.  Barbara’s office implements policy, it doesn’t set policy.  

Frank Carl mentioned that Senator Florez is going to take legislative proposals to the floor next session.  Jeff commented that we should give the Leafy Green Marketing Order time to work.
c. Governor’s Office of Homeland Security  - First Response/Training Updates – Brigadier General Jack Hagan, OHS
BG Hagan discussed the PowerPoint presentation handouts which look at the Training Branch and Exercise Branch of the Office of Homeland Security.
The mission of the Exercise Branch is to facilitate the annual state exercise called Golden Guardian.  In 2008 there will be an exercise in Oakland dealing with a catastrophic earthquake theme along the San Andreas Fault.  It will last approximately 4 days.
Terrorism Liaison Officers (TLO) – they are the front-line collection assets involving law enforcement, fire, emergency medical and critical infrastructure security professionals as well as other public safety agencies and private sector partners.  There will be a 4 hour TLO training course at the next CACASA conference in February 2008.
Jerry Prieto commented that is seems as if the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office doesn’t get any respect or funding when it comes to dealing with terrorism.  BG Hagan replied that CAC’s need to do better job of marketing our departments and showing how much agriculture affects our economy.

d. WIFSS: Current Food Safety Issues – Mike Villaneva, CDFA

Mike agreed with BG Hagan that CAC’s need to keep pushing how much the county agriculture departments need to be involved in the terrorism picture.  We have come a long way but still have a long way to go.

Mike attended the Farrar/Cassens grower meetings and sees communication and partnerships getting stronger.  He currently works at WIFSS full time with various commodity associations such as the watermelon industry group.
WIFSS has a 6 series course that they have been putting on throughout the year.  One was done recently in Monterey and one in Bishop.  There is one coming up in Hollister, San Benito County and another in Stockton, San Joaquin County.  The subject matters include:  awareness, preparedness, detection/diagnosis, response, recovery and NIMS.  They would like to get out to all the counties and make these courses available to people in our industries.

IV. ADJOURNMENT
Respectfully submitted,

Dennis F. Bray

Substitute Secretary
