CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS

& SEALERS ASSOCIATION

Personnel Standards Committee

MINUTES
Thursday, December 6, 2007
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

California Room, Capitol Plaza Holiday Inn
Sacramento, CA.

Committee Members:
Tim Niswander, Chair
Gary Caseri

John Falkenstrom
Steve Birdsall

David Moore


Mary Mutz

Dennis Bray

George Milovich
Dennis Gudgel

Karl Bishop

Lisa Correia

Harinder Grewal, CASAP*
Gregory Gee Asst. CAC/Sealer* 

I. Call to Order

II. Minutes of August 8, 2007 Approved.
III. Reports

a. CDFA ~ Grizard:  
i. Exam results went out last week on technical license exams, Deputy Exam results will be out the week of December 10.
ii. 400 people took the exams.

iii. Aileen introduced two personnel technicians of the Exam Unit, Paulette Montez, and Jody Vatner (recently hired).

iv. Commissioner/Sealer/Deputy written exams closing date for written is Dec. 28.

b. ACASA ~ Gregory Gee:
i. Sacramento valley hosted a successful ACASA conference.  They had speakers from CDFA, DPR, the Sacramento Co. District Attorney and a Placer County Board member, Dan Webb and others.

ii. Next conference will be hosted by the North.

c. CASAP ~ Grewal:
i. CASAP hosted 2 professional development workshops at 2 locations.

ii. 3 management exam workshops are pending.
iii. Annual conference is again going to be held in Monterey on January 19 and 20.  CASAP invites all CACASA members to attend.

d. Exam Review ~ Niswander
i. CPS (Cooperative Personnel Services) has submitted a report to CDFA that provides a cost estimate to do a job study for exam relevancy. The report has been reviewed by the Subcommittee.
ii. See item IV. a., below, for details pertaining to the Exam Review Subcommittee’s recommendation for changes to the Oral Exams.

IV. Unfinished Business

a. Exam Review Recommendation ~ Niswander:
i. Tim Niswander led a discussion of the Exam Review Subcommittee’s recommended change to this year’s (2008) oral exams. The intent is to examine for skills and knowledge necessary to manage in county government. There was also discussion regarding whether to retain orals for Deputy Commissioner and Deputy Sealer, with the majority of area group representatives favoring retention at both levels (see attachment A). 

The proposed changes were M/S/P to recommend, as presented, their adoption to the CACASA Board of Directors for recommendation to CDFA to take effect for 2008.
ii. There was also discussion regarding the length of time written examinations should be valid.
It was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors to propose to CDFA that success in the written exam for Deputy, Commissioner,  & Sealer be effective for 5 years instead of the current 2 years for purposes of applying for the corresponding oral exam.  

b. Deputy Oral Exam Status ~ Niswander
i. This item was concurrently covered by inclusion in the recommendation from the Exam Review Subcommittee and the subsequent motion in item IV, a., i., above.
V. New Business

a. Minimum Qualifications (Biologist/Inspector) Proposals
i. Following discussion it was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the proposal for minimum qualifications for County Agricultural Biologist/Inspector Exams, identified as the Coast/Sac Valley proposal, be forwarded to CDFA as a recommended adjustment to the current inequity in minimum qualifications (see attachment B).
b. CASAP By-Laws ~ Grewal/Niswander
i. After discussion it was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the California Association of Standards and Agricultural Professionals (CASAP) revised Constitution and Bylaws be approved (see attachment C).
c. CACASA Handbook (pages 41-48) ~ Niswander
i. After discussion it was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the CACASA Handbook be amended to replace pages 46 and 47, with a single page, to clarify the Special Achievement and Manager Awards Calendar procedure (see attachment D).

d. Licensing/Examination Fees ~ Caseri/Carl
i. After discussion it was M/S/P to recommend to the Board of Directors that the proposal for modifying the Agriculture and Weights and Measures Licensing Examination/Renewal Fees, including Inspector/Biologist, Deputy, Commissioner, and Sealer, be forwarded to CDFA for its consideration (see attachment E).

Submitted by interim Secretary, David Moore
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