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I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Weed and Vertebrate Chair, Karl Bishop, at 9:30 a.m. 

II. Approval of the Minutes for August 9, 2007.

II. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of August 9, 2007.
III. Old Business

a.
WMA Program Funding Allocations – Steve Schoenig, CDFA
Prior to Steve’s presentation CACASA President Earl McPhail presented Steve with a CACASA Special Achievement Award for his outstanding contribution in the Invasive Weed and WMA programs.    

The Department has awarded the full allocation for WMA contracts which unfortunately was not the full amount of funding asked for in the proposals, however, every WMA proposal did receive some amount of funding pursuant to a previous agreed upon allocation plan by the Department, stakeholders and CACASA.  Currently the Department is receiving the revised workplans/budgets, in turn, they are being processed and should be on their way to the contracts office.  The process is a month or two ahead of last year and the contracts office is now fully staffed.  WMA’S should be seeing contracts by late December or early January.  Steve also asked/reminded prior contract holders to report back to the Department so they in turn can prepare a report for the legislature.  Looking at next year’s funding, which is somewhat unknown, the focus will be to move away from competitive funding or larger amounts of funding geared towards larger projects and instead make that funding pool into more of a base funding concept.  Every county will be given a certain amount of base funding leaving a smaller amount of funding for the Department to look a determining and funding certain priority projects or programs.   
Steve reported he had just returned from the Western Weed Coordinating Committee meeting in Las Vegas.  This year, as before, new weeds are continuing to appear on the scene which means things are not getting better.  New weed incursions are on the increase nationwide and each State is struggling with resources and ways to address the problems both in agriculture and the environment in general, similar to us here in California.
b. WMA Minimum Requirements - Bishop
  


At the last August Interim meeting it was requested that area group reps discuss this issue and bring back recommendations to the committee.  Lacking any such recommendations at this time, Chair Bishop has recently asked Pat Griffin to head up a small subcommittee consisting of George Milovich, Dennis Bray, Cathi Boze and Gary Caseri to meet and discuss the issue and bring back a recommendation at the February Interim. 
c. Cal-IPC/CALIWAC Update – Doug Johnson

Three work items of interest include WMA counties submitting weed mapping data for 36 weed species in California that Cal-IPC has funding through the UC to map statewide and do climate modeling to determine other areas in California where the weeds might grow.  There was a good response from the counties resulting in fairly complete maps.  The maps are posted on the website and show the relative abundance throughout the state by county and well as the increasing trend.  The maps should be very useful especially for county detection efforts and also for showing the legislature how widespread the problem is throughout the state.
Another area of importance is nursery outreach in order to help prevent the spread of invasives.  One of the ways to achieve this is to have local stakeholders through WMA’s contact their local nurseries.  In order to help facilitate that Cal-IPC’s and the Cal-HIP partnership has developed its PlantRight campaign and brochure designed to provide and disseminate information and is available on the Cal-IPC website.  There is also a sample letter that may be used by WMA’s when doing outreach with nurseries.     
The last item is a contract assisting the Sacramento River Watershed Program put profiles for their WMA’s on their website.  Cal-IPC would like to extend that to their website posting those and other WMA profiles and contact information.  
d. Wildlife Services Report – Craig Coolahan, Director of Wildlife Services
Craig reported the Federal budget is currently a continuing resolution with some talk of an Omnibus bill.  WS is currently looking at a 3-3.5% COLA in January for employees that will have to be absorbed.  If the budget continues at the 2006 funding level this will be another decrease in funding.  

The aerial program has recently hired an intermittent pilot to fly the WS aircraft out of Taft.  They have also put out a solicitation for another pilot and aircraft in the north end of the state and are currently reviewing those bids.  The intent would be to have a contract pilot fly the area of the program.  Cost or charges for the program will remain at current levels however those costs will be reviewed shortly.  

The mountain lion agreement and discussions are continuing with the DF&G.  

WS has completed the kit fox consult with USF&W.  USF&W has a new kit fox map depicting a new range.  WS feels they should adhere to the maps which differ from the DF&G map.  Currently WS understands they may use leg snares based on the federal consult but now have a conflict with Title 14 which restricts the use of coniber traps and snares.  WS will be working with the Department to iron out the issue, however, have currently ceased using the neck snare until the issue is resolved.  

A petition has gone forward to EPA spearheaded by a group out of Colorado to cancel registrations for sodium cyanide used in M-44’s and Compound 1080 used in wildlife protection collars.  The devices are banned and not used in California, however, changes may occur whereby both M-44’s and wildlife protection collars may once again be allowed for use in California.  Craig has availably a copy of the petition.  

There have been efforts by private industry and a certain pest management association to insert amendments in the farm bill to take away some of WS authority to manage urban issues involving starlings and pigeons, along with blackbirds and corvids involving urban issues and rice growing situations. While nothing has changed the concern is those efforts may be repeated in the future.  WS is hosting a conference in January inviting stakeholders in hopes of putting together a research plan to identify needs and operational responses in order to deal with the issue.

e. Feral Pigs – Doug Updike
Doug provided a power point presentation.  Wild pigs are now in 54 counties and are considered a game animal on public lands but not on private lands.  Control options include hunting and control via depredation permits, however, this does not apply to private lands.  Private landowners essentially have the authority to take wild pigs anytime they are encountered including encounters by their agents and/or employees.  However, the ability to do so is not well known by such landowners.  Carcass disposition is entirely up to the landowner.  The only other requirement is one must possess a hunting license.  Pig numbers are actually low in public hunting areas.  DF&G is looking into the possibility of controlled hunts on private lands which would be Department run and sponsored and at no cost or liability to landowners.  Doug provided a handout for this program.  His contact number is 916-445-3652.   

f. Wildlife Services Funding  – Boitano 
Attempt at a BCP was unsuccessful as the Department was requested to not submit such a proposal.   A lot of effort and work was involved in gathering information which may be used at some future date when the budget picture improves.    Mike also reported that Dr. Brietmeyer has coordinated a feral pig working group consisting of the Department, Wildlife Services, DF&G, and CACASA to continue working on feral pig issues.    

g. Labels for Anticoagulant Baits – Schnabel, CDFA

Duane reported that we are approaching on the 10 year anniversary for the re-registration eligibility decision for rodenticides.  To date, nothing has occurred and changes are now unlikely.  In addition, EPA recently put forward a proposal on commensal rodent baits to restrict two materials but those efforts have also failed.  In essence, there are no foreseeable changes in the future.   Duane will be leaving his current position and now work in the IPC Branch.     
IV. New Business

IV. CDFA/UCCE YST Stop the Spread Grant – Wendy West, El Dorado UCCE
Wendy announced a new grant opportunity available through CDFA that was obtained by CDFA from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to be used in a program designed to stop the spread of YST in the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range.  The project will be in 14 counties in the Sierra Nevada foothills from Sierra to Kern County to establish a no spread line for YST.  The program will be designed to stop YST at that line and then controlling outlier populations east of that line.  Wendy will be coordinating the project.
IV. County Weed Survey – Gardner

John Gardner gave a presentation and provided a handout of the survey he conducted.    

IV. Measuring Progress in Weed Eradication Programs – Peter Holloran, UC Santa Cruz

Peter Holloran gave a power point presentation with a historical perspective that looked at the politics of invasive plant eradication efforts in New Zealand and California. The power point was made available to CACASA members after the conference.

VI. Adjournment

There being no further business the Committee adjourned at 10:54.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Caseri, Secretary 

