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I. The meeting was called to order at 9:40 am.

II. The minutes from the meeting of August 6, 2008 were approved as prepared.
III. Reports/Discussion
A.  MITC Proposed Mitigation Permit Conditions – Linda O’Connell, DPR
· In January, 2007, DPR’s mitigation proposal for sprinkler and shank applications of metam sodium and metam potassium was held up while additional information was gathered.  The package was further delayed due to the development of VOC regulations.   In January, 2009, a new draft proposal will be released to CAC’s for comment.  It will include dazomet and all application methods.  The rulemaking package must be completed by October, 2009
B.  Methyl Bromide Proposed Regulations – Linda O’Connell
· DPR adopted methyl bromide regulations for acute and sub chronic exposures in 2004.  The regulations were challenged on the grounds that they did not conform to OEHHA’s recommendations.  After a series of court actions, the regulations were rendered invalid.  DPR has been ordered to collaborate with OEHHA and readopt regulations for methyl bromide by October, 2009. 

C.  Unclaimed Gas Tax DPR Distribution  - Lynn Owen, Frank Carl

· AB 1713, which took effect in July, 2008, authorized allocation of $9 million in gas tax funding to DPR to be distributed to CACASA as directed by DPR.  The law also allows for different methods of distribution as agreed upon by CACASA. To summarize, the distribution process would remain as it currently exists unless the Association pursues and approves a new plan.  If the Association decides to pursue a different method of distribution, the soonest date of implementation of the new process would be April 2010, if approved by December, 2009.  
It was MSP to recommend to the Board of Directors that we distribute the gas tax portion that is the $9 million allocation to DPR according to our gas tax formula that is based on pesticide use enforcement activities.

(This motion recommended that the current distribution process be maintained).
D.  Closed System Status Report – Sue Edmiston
· Sue Edmiston, Harvard Fong and staff attended meetings with stakeholders and received comments regarding the efficacy of closed systems.  They are now working on draft regulations which incorporate those comments.  It is anticipated that the draft regulations will be shared for discussion during 2009 with the rulemaking package submitted in 2010.  It was also noted that standardized container openings will be required as of August, 2009.
E.  DPR/CACASA Enforcement Data Work Group – Nan Gorder
· The new schedule for submission and processing of evaluations and workplans is slightly behind schedule.  This is not unexpected since there have been many changes in state and county personnel and programs.
· Counties are asked to review their inspection data (i.e., number and types of inspections) with their enforcement branch liaison for correctness.  This information will be included in a three year annual inspection total that will be posted on the DPR’s website.

· Updated PRAMR instructions are expected to be sent to CAC’s by mid-January.
· The enforcement data workgroup, which includes Harry Krug, Mary Pfeiffer, Dave Whitmer, Scott Hudson, and Bill Gillette will meet on January 30 and February 26.  The Department receives many information requests regarding the date collected from monthly reports from USEPA, Cal-EPA, and other external stakeholders such as NRDC.  The group will be looking at the types of inquiries being made and the data needed to respond and the sources of that data.  Most importantly, they will be questioning how “we” can best measure compliance and demonstrate all of the proactive work that is being done by counties with the data that are being collected.   Lynn Owen and the IT department will also participate.  

F.  Enforcement Response Regulations Subcommittee – Nan Gorder
· When the ERR was implemented in 2006, Director Warmerdam committed to a review of the regulations after two years.  CAC’s suggested a number of changes for which DPR has summarized and developed possible options.  Some issues may be addressed through policy and some may require regulatory changes.  Ultimately, the legislative intent will have to be considered.  
· The subcommittee will meet on December 15 and OEHHA will participate.

G.  Maintenance Gardener Training and Outreach – Dave Duncan, Bob Lilley

· San Luis Obispo received a grant from the Mill Trust Fund to liaison with the unregulated community, specifically, maintenance gardeners.  The CAC worked with the local NBC affiliate to create a commercial in English and Spanish which received much air time.  The key benefit was informing the public that the CAC regulated pesticides.  A copy of the feature, which includes a public service announcement for Spanish radio stations, will be distributed to CAC’s on a flash drive in the near future.
· DPR has created a new licensing category for maintenance gardeners.  It will be one test which includes laws and regulations.  The new category will not allow the purchase or use of restricted materials. 
· USEPA Region IX has provided funding for development of a study guide and workshops.  The study guide, available in English and Spanish will cost about $8.00 and be available in 2009.  The workshops will be a collaboration of DPR, UCCE, CAPCA, and PAPA and are expected to begin in late fall.
H.  Introduction of Lea Brooks, DPR Communication Director – Lea Brooks

· Lea Brooks was introduced as DPR’s new Communication Director, replacing Glenn Brank who recently retired.  Her previous experience includes CSAC, Department of Public Health, and the Record-Searchlight News in Redding.
I.  DPR Community Guide – Veda Federighi
· 5000 copies of the community guide have already been distributed to CAC’s, Environmental and Public Health Directors, libraries, and other external stakeholders.  The 32 page guide offers help on who to contact, what to do, and what to expect in the event of a pesticide episode.  A Spanish version will be printed soon with additional English copies. 
· An 18 month calendar will also be produced for the coming year, starting in July, 2009.  Each month will have a different pesticide safety topic.  It will initially be printed in Spanish, then in English.  CAC’s will be contacted to determine how many copies they need for each of these publications. 

J.  Structural Pest Control Board Updates – Dennis Patzer
· Report on discussions related to pre-construction treatments for termites.  Concerns include notification and storm water runoff from treated sites.  Although the talks are in a very early stage of development, it was suggested that there may be an opportunity for CAC’s to become involved in a pre-treatment enforcement program.  The Pre-Treatment committee will meet again in early January.
K.  Training Opportunities for CAC Staff – Kathy Boyle

· Cal-EPA offers several inspector enforcement training options to counties.  Training options include a fundamental 6 to 10 hour on-line course as well as the Basic Inspector Academy, a four day classroom style course.  The annual Enforcement Symposium is another option.  Information regarding scholarship opportunities for the Symposium usually becomes available in March.  (The on-line course is a pre-requisite for the Basic Inspector academy and the Enforcement Symposium). New and veteran inspectors are encouraged to take advantage of these training options.  For more information go to:     http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Enforcement/Training/   
· Trainers from within Cal-EPA are available to provide regional training as well.  Contact Kathy Boyle at (916) 445-3909 or kboyle@cdpr.ca.gov for more information.
· “Breaking Barriers” a single day 6 hour course is also available.  Developed by USEPA in the Southeast, it is intended to assist non-Spanish speaking field staff in their interactions with non-English speaking field workers and applicators.  Training will be offered in five regions statewide, ideally in February and March but may be offered in January or April depending upon calendar conflicts.  There are no registration fees.  It was suggested that non-enforcement personnel may benefit and there was also a request for the assistance of bi-lingual staff where available.

L.  Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program Public Access – George Farnsworth

· The annual summary of pesticide illnesses will be released in February on DPR’s website.  The report will contain a number of tables that break down the illnesses related to pesticide exposures.  Some of the data are protected by privacy laws but most are available to the public.  Working with the IT staff, a web-based interface has been developed called CALPIQ (California Pesticide illness Query).  
It will allow the public to query illness data from 1992 through 2007.  The public will be able to identify what kind of pesticides, medical conditions or symptoms were reported; whether people were hospitalized or lost work, and review a narrative description of the event that resulted.  
· The information will be downloadable into an EXCEL file and sortable; it will include the county of occurrence, pesticide, Ag or non-Ag, incident setting, type of exposure, and activity involved.  Six staff are currently testing the system.  George offered to send an example of the program to the counties via Jim Shattuck.
M.  SO2 Testing – Dave Duncan
· An interim licensing exam has been developed for licensed applicators of sulfur dioxide for use in wineries (for treatment of barrels and corks).  It will be known as subcategory “P” and the exam will have about 25 questions based upon the label.  It must be taken in addition to the laws and regulations exam.  Exams will be held on January 27, 28, 29, and 30 in Sacramento and the final sign up date is January 2.
IV.
Closed Session Report
A.  DPR Report – Chris Reardon
Mary Lou Berto-Carlos has been appointed as Chief Science Advisor to Mary Ann Warmerdam and Chris Reardon
B. Funding for Tehama County Server and Tuolumne County SQL License – Frank Carl
IT Was MSP to authorize $3,000 each for Tehama and Tuolumne counties 

for servers to facilitate installation of RMMS program.    

President Boitano also recommended that a standardized process be established for routing written requests for funding between PRAC, CACASA, and DPR.

 VI.
Adjournment

Before adjourning the meeting, the Chairman requested that each area group provide one representative to serve on a subcommittee to work with DPR on communication issues relating to written comments on regulatory proposals.

The meeting was then adjourned by Chairman Bill Gillette at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Rolan
Secretary, PRAC
